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Seneca Statesmen on the 

stage of The Grand Ole Opry, 

January 2019. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

New Year—New Look...Our district summer singing, learning, and leadership 

event will have a new look and  name beginning this year!  Be sure to            

read the Presidents letter to learn more!  
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Our Mission:  Make Life Better Singing Barbershop Music 
 
 

The Seneca Land Vision:  To be an ever-growing organization that is ageless, 
colorless and dedicated to the average singer having fun creating and preserving 

extraordinary music in the barbershop style.  A brotherhood known in its        
community for making a difference through singing.  

President’s Address, February, 2021 
 

Hello Fellow Senecalanders! 
 

Let’s start 2021 with high hopes.  It is my dream to re-engage all our old friends and acquaintances in SLD this year.  Sometime this is as 

easy as a phone call.  What was it that brought you to barbershop in the first place?  Do you remember that?  I do.  I’ve heard people say 

“What’s in it for me?” Think about it. How many lives have been impacted by our hobby?  How many marriages, funerals, parties, 

afterglows, conventions, and friendships have come from this wonderful hobby?!  Unfortunately, we are becoming a listless society with 

less and less personal interaction.  We all have choices how to live our lives.  You can choose to follow, but what barbershopper every 

followed a normal path?  I don’t want this to be a lecture, just a friendly push in the right direction. Let’s each see if we can work to return 

that passion and see if you can volunteer to help.  Friends don’t let friends miss out on fun, so call someone—Zoom someone!  And when 

we can, visit someone to reconnect and remind them of our passion! 
 

Now a little business…. We all have seen some changes over the last year. The bad is obvious and I’m sooo done talking about IT.  
 

The positive? There’s plenty!  We have incorporated a new newsletter and a new logo for SLD. Keeping the momentum going and trying to 

provide you all with the most constructive and instructive training and resources we are shifting the name and the focus of Pow Wow. The 

new name will be Senecademy as unveiled on the front page with a focus on both music and leadership learning and development.  
 

I want to take a moment to say thank you to Skip and Sue Beringer and their team for their years of service to Pow Wow.  Insert applause 

here!! Also I want to recognize Pat Close for his role on SLD board and as editor of our Smoke signals. More Applause!! 
 

Now I’d like to introduce and welcome Sky Harris and David Cloyd who have stepped up and 

volunteered the time in their already busy schedules to take on the VP music role and Senecademy. 

Keep an eye open for some or their great ideas to appear. Also please welcome Sagan Harris to the 

SLD board. 
 

Please stay healthy and happy. Seneca Land, you are special!! 
 

Sing-cerely, 
 

Todd Horton 

SLD President  Thorton1@rochester.rr.com    

Let’s Keep it Fun—Let’s Make it Fun Together! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

 

Notes from the Editor regarding this Spring 2021 Sound of Seneca edition: 
 

In addition to being emailed to members and posted on our webpage, this edition will again be mailed out in hard copy. 

 

Please note the following thoughts as we use our newsletter to keep us connected during the pandemic: 

 

 Thank you to all of the chapters for the abundance of submissions spotlighting our directors last edition.  It was 

the biggest edition we have seen in a while and was great to hear from so many SLD chapters!  Keep the news 

coming, however small you think an item might be—everyone wants to hear! 

 

 For this edition, our ‘Step Up to the Mic’ page will focus on remembering those voices we have lost across the 

district over the past few months.  If your chapter loses a member and you want to honor them through the 

newsletter, please do not hesitate to email a photo and brief write up to sldwebmaster1@gmail.com  

 

 As we adjust to the new BHS member center, a new email distribution list will be created from their database to 

use for next years mailings.  Please take a moment to make sure that your email address is the correct one so 

that you don’t miss communications from the district. 

 
 

We hope you are staying healthy and safe and look forward to seeing everyone again in the fall! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Binghamton Chapter:  ‘Resolutions to Remember’ 

 

The Southerntiersmen Chorus has conducted our weekly meetings via Zoom like many choruses. Each week we sing some polecats, some 
repertoire and view some videos. As you’ve undoubtedly all learned, singing together in Zoom is impossible and painful. We’ve minimized 
the pain by sharing one audio (mixed) source while all participants are on mute. Despite the lack of fulfillment, there’s something to be 
gained. Increased social interactions and greater individual involvement in meetings is possible. We encourage each member to share 
internet sources for warmups and performances. In a real sense, we are all obligated to preserve this music for those who come after us.   

 

It’s an uncomfortable thought, but we will all sing our last song some day. Sometimes, it is our choice to quit singing….. sometimes not our 
choice.   We’ve all been prevented from singing together for nearly a year. We’ve come to realize how much singing means to us.  

 

Let’s  resolve that in 2021: 

 

1. We will remember how urgently we wanted to sing. 

2. We will strive to learn our music and singing techniques as quickly and 
as well as possible. 

3. We will find the joy in each song and sing it as though it’s our last. 

 

Let’s make 2021 our best year! 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

The Southerntiersmen Chorus  

 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

Look for details in our next 

Sound of Seneca edition 

about this summers virtual 

Senecademy! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Crawford County Chapter:  ‘Todays leader for Yesterday’s Sound’ 

 

Yesterday’s Sound Barbershop Chorus is directed by Milosh Mamula, a 42-year member of our chapter. 

He loves the purity of four-part harmony, and so it is no surprise that he enjoys singing old polecats such as “Let Me Call You Sweetheart.” 

He is not one who is complacent to sing the same songs from on year to the next, and thus has been a driving force for our chapter to learn 

the music in Barber Polecat II.  

 

Milosh graduated from Earlham College where he majored in physics with a math minor. While a student he played football (offensive and 

defensive tackle) and was a member of the concert choir.  Following graduation, Milosh married his college sweetheart, Quimby. They have 

now been married for 56 years. Their eldest child was born while they were spending two years teaching in Nigeria as part of the “Teachers 

for West Africa” program funded by the Hershey Foundation. Today they have three children and seven grandchildren. 

 

Milosh’s first stateside job was at Earlham where he worked in admissions and then as Assistant Dean of Students. He was then name 

Director of Financial Aid. He moved to Meadville in 1977 and for 14 years was Director of Financial Aid at Allegheny College. He then spent 6 

years as Director of Financial Aid at the University of Pittsburgh, Titusville, PA. Milosh’s administrative colleague at Allegheny College 

happened to be barbershopper Bob Wycoff. It was Bob who recruited Milosh to join Yesterday’s Sound.  

 

When Milosh joined Yesterday’s Sound he was a member of the bass section, but by the early 1980’s moved to the baritone section. He has 

been a member of three quartets: The Agony Four, French Creek Connection, and MMBRs. In addition to singing with Yesterday’s Sound 

Chorus, Milosh was a member of the Seneca Land 

Seniors Chorus that performed at the midwinter 

convention in Nashville, TN. Milosh has attended 

many SLD fall conventions. He has attended two 

national conventions, but never had the pleasure of 

competing.  

 

For five years Milosh has been the interim director of 

Yesterday’s Sound chorus and was assistant director 

for five years. Among his other leadership roles he 

has been section chair, music committee chair, and 

chapter president. Twice he has been named chapter 

Barbershopper of the Year.   

 

 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

 

East Aurora Chapter—Friends of Harmony: ‘Masking’ their Appreciation. 

 

In the absence of face to face meetings, but wanting to thank our members for sticking with us across the year—as well as to encourage 

them moving forward—as a holiday gift, the East Aurora chapter provided all members with a personalized chapter mask as seen below 

and the following message included on the letter: 

 

 

Friends of Harmony Members……. 

 

Happy holidays! 

Enclosed is a small token from your Board to acknowledge what you mean 

to our organization, and to show appreciation for what you have given 

back to our WNY community through song. Wear it proudly! 

 

As we face these challenging times, know that you are in our thoughts as 

we anxiously await the day when we can again join each other in 

harmony! 

I hope this greeting finds you and your loved ones in good health. I wish 

you much happiness through the holiday season! 

 

Next year will be a transitional one for Friends of Harmony, a year when 

we will be able to pick up where we left off and strive to grow to be better 

than ever before! 

 

All the best!          Al Meslinsky 

 

We hope you are all staying healthy, safe, and connected across the 

district as well! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

 

Liverpool Chapter:  Appreciations, Awards, and Active Plans. 

 

Happy New Year from the Liverpool Chapter! This last year has been stressful, but we ended like we always do with our End of the Year 

Celebration. This last year was a little different like most of the year with our celebration being held on zoom, but we virtually 

presented each member with two gifts of thanks pictured below—an HC fleece blanket and HC computer/bumper sticker! 

Not only did we give out holiday presents to our members, but we installed a new board and shared the result of our BOTY vote to 

announce our 2nd Barbershopper of the Year: director Sky Harris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additionally, we are proud to announce that on Sunday, 

January 24th Sky was also presented with the DeWitt 

Clinton award from the Masonic Lodge where the 

chapter has rehearsed each week over the past few 

years.  This award recognizes a person for their 

outstanding contributions to the community.  We were 

proud to have Sky recognized and appreciated outside 

of our own barbershop community and in our 

community at large. 

 

 

 

And while we are discouraged to hear of the Cleveland cancellation, Harmonic Collective is pushing forward with creative plans for 

2021 that include virtual Valentines, collaborative projects with special surprises, and even auditioning new members!  If you want to 

keep up with all we are doing across the year, visit the Harmonic Collective Facebook page and become a closer friend to us! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Mark Twain Chapter: Moving Ahead While Being Apart. 

Members of the Mark Twain Chapter continue to be actively engaged in musical advancement and building fellowship while staying home 

during the pandemic.  The Chorus has been meeting virtually on a nearly-weekly basis.  A core group of 12-14 gathers on Thursdays 

evenings.  The Chorus, under the direction of David Cloyd, enhanced its repertoire by learning several new songs, including “I’m Feelin’ 

Fine” and four selections contained in the Barberpole Cat Songbook, Vol. II.  Recently, they turned their attention to “Hymn to Freedom” 

which was written by jazz pianist Oscar Peterson. 

 

One of the selections the Chorus learned in 2020 is “From the First Hello to the Last Goodbye”.  In late summer Sky Harris, director of 

Harmonic Collective, and Sagan Harris, her brother, invited members of the Mark Twain Chorus to join with members of the Harmonic 

Collective in a virtual performance of the song.  Several did so, and it was, at once, both a challenging and a rewarding experience for all.  

The resulting video was part of the Seneca Land District “Holidays in Harmony” which aired in December. 

 

The Cloyd family, notably David and his son Logan, who sings with Harmonic Collective, produced three virtual performances for the District 

“Holidays in Harmony” event.  David did a four-part rendition of “Hymn to Freedom”; Logan did the five-part “That’s Christmas to Me”, a 

cover of the Pentatonix tune; and, together, they sang the Christmas classic “Lo, How A Rose E‘Er Blooming”. 

 

As a way of both keeping the weekly virtual meetings fresh and building solidarity, a new item - “Meet the Member” - was added to the 

evening’s agenda.  Thus far, at least seven members have shared stories about themselves, along with their musical background; 

preferences; inspiration; and accomplishments. 

 

The Chapter BOD continues to meet in a virtual format which allows it to work on planning; formatting an annual budget; and branding.  A 

more unified BOD has emerged, thanks to the direction of David Allen, now Immediate Past President.  BOD members understand more 

now about the roles and responsibilities of each officer, their interaction, and how a budget takes shape.  The BOD also coordinated the 

process of selecting a Chapter Motto. 

 

The election of Chapter Officers took place during the fall and yielded these results:  

        President:  Douglas Peeso           Immediate Past President:  David Allen 

        Vice President, Membership:  Larry Horn         Vice President, Program:  Butch Talada 

        Vice President, Music:  Dan Lammuka         Vice President, Marketing & PR:  Tom Tedone 

        Member-at-large:  Dave Cloyd, Chorus Director Member-at- large:  Everett Nelson                                                       

 Member-at-large:  Paul Lindsay    Bob Paul will continue as Chapter Webmaster.  

 

The Mark Twain Chapter has entered 2021 in good fashion.  All are looking forward and planning for the time when they will resume 

rehearsing; working; and singing together.  Meanwhile, they are broadening their repertoire and strengthening the bonds of friendship and 

fellowship that bring all together.  They are excited about taking the stage and ringing chords for an audience once again. 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Mohawk Valley Chapter: Persevering with Positivity Through Loss. 

Like many chapters in Seneca Land, we have worked hard to keep our love for our singing alive.  We continue to meet on Zoom weekly.  This 

has allowed us to maintain contact with Chapter members who have relocated to sunnier climates. We have reached out to fellow 

barbershoppers and have routine visitors to our chapter meeting including Dave Bay, and members from Tennessee and Oswego.  We have 

sought out guests like the Midtown quartet, Cindy Hansen, a retention specialist from International Headquarters, Katie McDonald and 

Stephanie Schmidt from Germany who advised us on an illustrative way to learn music.  We have used this time on Zoom to solicit ideas 

from the members regarding music that we would be interested in performing.  Lastly, we use our meeting time to review the quality 

performances that are on YouTube and ask the members to compare and contrast the performances.  

 

This season of COVID has been difficult for several members of our chapter who have now joined the Chapter Eternal.  We have lost Bruce 

Ketcham who was a stalwart bass singer and quartet man.  George Harris who was a solid quartet lead and a Board Member for many years.  

Dave Murphy whose sales leadership and lead voice will be impossible to replace.  Bill Pritchard who as another solid bass singer who 

anchored that section so long as he was able. Finally, Rusty Roseen who held most every office in the chapter and served as our Singing 

Valentine Logistics man, baritone section leader and our Chapter Secretary.  This has been a challenging time for us all, if you are free on a 

Wednesday night at 7:00, come join our meeting.  We would love to have you! 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Rochester Chapter:  Standing on Tradition to Start Moving Ahead. 

After a very long year, the Chorus of the Genesee was happy to end 2020 with some music and tradition.  

 

On December 12, we had our annual Barbershopper of 

the Year (BOTY) award and officer installation. It was 

different from our usual in that we had a breakfast for 

the incoming officers and BOTY nominees, rather than 

the large holiday dinner party that Harmony House hosts. 

Everyone was properly masked and socially distanced, 

and everything sanitized, so the chapter felt good about 

keeping members safe while upholding tradition. (Dave 

Bay swore in the 2021 officers.) 

 

 

Speaking of our BOTY award, we are thrilled to share that Staś Hoholuk was named 2020 Barbershopper of the Year for the chapter. His 

hard work as both Music & Performance VP and Assistant Director are greatly appreciated by all of us! (Staś is pictured with 2019 BOTY, Rob 

Billings. Don’t worry - they only took down their masks long enough for the photo!) 

 

We were also happy to be able to share with all of you in the Holidays in Harmony show 

that the district presented. What a great night of fun, friends, and music! It was a real 

morale booster for us, and we appreciate all who made it possible! 

 

Now that the new year has started, the chapter is busy making plans for the upcoming 

year. We can’t let you in on everything just yet, but we look forward to sharing all of the 

changes with you soon!  

 

May 2021 find you all happy and healthy. We look eagerly to the time when we can all be 

together again. Until then, be safe! 

 

 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

If your chapter was not included in this edition of the Sound of Seneca, but you have updates you 

would like the district to know about, please reach out to your chapter President or Vice President 

of Marketing and Public Relations and they can pass the information along for our next edition. 

 

Don’t forget—what you consider small news, is welcome news to your fellow SLD members 

stretching across the district that might be encouraged and uplifted just to stay connected across 

the miles. 

 

Our next edition will be published on May 1st—we hope to hear from all of you! 

 

 
  

  

 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Honoring and remembering the voices before us... 

Edward M. Ziegenfuss...To the Friends of Harmony and the Seneca Land District,  
 
I am sorry to share the news of Ed Ziegenfuss’s passing Nov. 8, 2020 at the age of 87.  Ed sang Bass 
for the Friends of Harmony Chorus for over twenty years.  He added greatly to our chapter in both 
singing and good humor, and he brightened every occasion.  I have attached a few photos of Ed with 
the chorus. 
 
Ed was born in Philadelphia, and his involvement in harmony was cemented at Carnegie Tech in 
Pittsburgh, where he sang bass with a quartet of college classmates.  He uncovered a tape recording 
of that quartet and played it for me, singing “Peg O’ My Heart” in classic barbershop style.  Ed also 
sang in Freddie King’s Chorus of the Chesapeake.  Ed skied in Ellicottville well into his golden years, 
and he and his wife Susie were Friends of Harmony regulars, happily serving at many Singin’ 
Swingin’ Spaghetti Suppers. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Peter Hart, Friends of Harmony Chorus 

William R. Pritchard, 79, of Rome, N.Y. went to be with the Lord on January 12, 2021, at the Colonial Park Nursing Home. He was born 
on April 14, 1941, in Rome, N.Y., the son of Gordon and Carolyn Roasenburgh Pritchard. On August 19, 1967, he was united in marriage to 

Georgette N. Smith at the First Baptist Church of Rome. He was a graduate of Rome Free Academy and studied art at MVCC. Bill worked for 
Revere Copper Products, retiring in 2001. He was a member of the First Baptist Church of Rome, where he served on many committees 

and attended faithfully. For many years he sang in the church choir. He loved camping in the Adirondacks, 
vacationing in Maine, and wintering in Myrtle Beach. His favorite pastime was singing with the Barbershop 

Harmony Society. He belonged to both the Utica and Rome choruses and for many years was the bass sing-
er for The Roman Rogues quartet. Bill enjoyed traveling all over the country to Barbershop conventions and 

treasured the many friends he made in that organization. 

Surviving is his wife of 53 years, Georgette, his daughter Carolyn Morales and her husband, Pedro; and his 
two beloved grandchildren, Gavin and Skye Morales of Brooklyn, N.Y. He is also survived by his sister and 

her husband, Susan and Allan Resman of Amherst. Also surviving are his four sisters-in-law and their spous-
es, Candice and Clifford Fike of Rome, Cynthia Freeman, of Sherrill, Lorraine and Michael Szaraz, Vernon 

and Holly and Gary Puglio of Bradford, PA; and many nieces, nephews and cousins. 

Respectfully submitted by Art Zelesnikar, Knights of the Mohawk 

John E. Roberts II…(August 1, 1932—November 8, 2020)...John was a graduate of St. Aloysius Academy, 
Morrisville College, St. Michael’s College in Toronto, Canada, and Utica College of Syracuse University. He 
was a patriot and proudly served his country in the US Army during the Korean War.   He taught science in 
the Rome City School District at Strough Jr. High, retiring in 1990. 
 
He enjoyed making wine every fall and singing in the church choir. He was a member of both the Utica and 
Rome Chapters of the Barbershop Harmony Society  for many years. John was one of four brothers who 
also sang in several quartets one called ironically called “The Roberts Brothers” and “Night Out”.     
 
Respectfully submitted by Art Zelesnikar, Knights of the Mohawk   
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
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Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Honoring and remembering the voices before us... 

Leo Rouse:  The Painted Post Chapter lost one of its long time (over fifty years) members during this past 
year. Leo Rouse. Leo was one of the chapter's most loyal and active members, almost never missing a 
scheduled chapter meeting, sing out, performance or any other chapter event. As chapter secretary he 
kept meticulous records of  members attendance and all other aspects of the operations of the workings 
of the chapter. Leo, and his wife, kept the chapter members' well fed following rehearsal night with 
baked goodies.  

Respectfully submitted by the members of the Painted Post Chapter 

Morgan Edward Smith, 79, Air Force Senior Master Sergeant (ret), 'Silent Warrior' died Nov. 3rd, 2020. Overseas tours - West Germany, 
Vietnam, U.S. Embassy/Vienna. All missions, flying or not, were gratifying. He was dealing with the enemy, protecting our country and be-
yond. Priorities - God, Country, Family, Friends. He took his oath 'to protect and defend' seriously. 

 

Military life was challenging and rewarding. Dog Dusty, joined us in Biloxi after Camille. Daughter Heather was 
born in IN, while Daddy served in Vietnam. One week after Kevin was born in TX, Daddy left for 6 weeks of 
school. Barbershop singing began in Rome, N.Y. Lifelong friendships were made. Eddie, the son of Morgan J. 
and Helen Ryan, who died when he was 13, was from the Auburn NY area. Surviving are stepmother, Jean, 
and siblings Mary, Betty (Joe), Carol (Jim), Debbie (Joe), Keith, Shelley (Mike), Robin and Ronda (Jeff). 

 

Ed mentored many young men; one Vinny, became our son-in-law. Grandchildren Hunter (Carissa), Seth, 
Cora, Christian, Ruby and Levi Avallone, have wonderful memories of Grampi. He taught them a love of Coun-
try and worked with them on math and making 'sawdust.' Great grandkids Rose and Will must rely on our 
stories for memories. Eddie attended Northside Christian and Legacy Church and the Winter Haven 9/12. To 
know Eddie was to love him. He was funny, smart, kind, generous; he'll be remembered with a smile on his 

face, a song on his lips, and a saw in his hand. 

George C. Harris, a native of Utica and formerly of Marcy, Kayuta Lake and New Hartford, died on Sunday, 
January 24, 2021, at the Masonic Care Community, Utica. He was 93.  Following high school he enlisted in 
the US Navy during World War II and was assigned to the paralysis unit at St. Albans Naval Hospital, Queens, 
where he served as a corpsman. He was honorably discharged in 1946 and attended Mohawk Valley Tech-
nical Institute where he studied engineering.  
 
On July 16, 1949, he was married to Jane Elizabeth Rogers a blessed union of 65 years until Jane's death in 
February 2015. George was active in many organizations and was most proud of his membership in the local 
chapters of the Society for the Encouragement and Preservation of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in America 
(SPEBSQSA), one time earning the honor of Barbershopper of the Year. George was the sparkplug of the Har-
ris family, noted for his good nature, even temperament and his famous "barbershop grin".  
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Society Resources 
 
In case you didn’t get a chance to read some of the emails or be a part of 

the online tours and tutorials, don’t forget that BHS has a new Member 

Center: 2020 Upgrade.  There are multiple ways to learn your way around 

including visiting their Blog (Articles specific to the Member Center Up-

grade)  or by visiting and viewing some of the tutorials on their Member 

Center Help section of the Document Center. 

Please note that you will have to change/update your password the first 

time trying to log in to the new Member Center. 

Sound and Skills—the Seneca Land VP of Music News and Notes... 
 

 

  Some of my fondest moments were spent in tag circles growing up.  Even as a little girl, my dad would pull my 
     brother and me into his tag circles to listen, learn, sing along, and just feel the energy of what those voices                 
        could do together.  Do you remember your first tag?  Do you remember the person who saw you watching  
          from the sidelines and reached out to call you in?  If you're like me, the impact of those little moments             
             singing tags, reaching out, and welcoming in changed my life forever.  And even though we can't get back 
                to those exact moments again yet... we can still relive the memories, work our tag skills, and learn     
   something new until it is safe to be together again! 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave and I both incorporate tags into our Zoom rehearsals with Harmonic Collective and Mark Twain - BHS has some awesome tag 
teaching videos that you can share and sing along with: https://www.youtube.com/user/BarbershopHarmony38/search?
query=tag%20time 

And you wouldn't believe how many great videos there are of average joes like us singing tags at conventions, educational events, 
and chapter meetings across the globe!  Want to hear Ringmasters crush "Lover, Come Back" - it's there (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6NdN4AUvM8)!  Want to hear Joe Connelly, Tony DeRosa, and Jeff Oxley ring "Once Upon a Time" - 
it's there (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdGaXl2a5QI)!  Want to hear what happens when Crossroads 
and The Dapper Dans tag together - it's there (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=c8SEVKjIoXk&list=PL5kzj6oH5Fsby3baqGgcOmcY5U5J1iWim)!   

Just search "Barbershop Tags" on YouTube and you'll be amazed at how many spe-
cial off-stage moments have been caught on camera! 

Try sharing some favorite tag memories and videos at your next virtual rehearsal!
                           
                   - Sky Harris and Dave Cloyd, SLD VP’s of Music 

https://www.barbershop.org/landing-pages/member-center-2020-upgrade
https://www.barbershop.org/landing-pages/member-center-2020-upgrade
https://www.barbershop.org/news/blog/categories/member-center-upgrade
https://www.barbershop.org/news/blog/categories/member-center-upgrade
https://members.barbershop.org/s/document-center
https://members.barbershop.org/s/document-center
https://www.youtube.com/user/BarbershopHarmony38/search?query=tag%20time
https://www.youtube.com/user/BarbershopHarmony38/search?query=tag%20time
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6NdN4AUvM8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6NdN4AUvM8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdGaXl2a5QI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8SEVKjIoXk&list=PL5kzj6oH5Fsby3baqGgcOmcY5U5J1iWim
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8SEVKjIoXk&list=PL5kzj6oH5Fsby3baqGgcOmcY5U5J1iWim
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‘Step up to 

the mic!’   
 

Taking time each 

quarter to hear 

the stories          

of our             

brothers   

throughout      

Seneca Land. 
 

‘Step up’ honors some familiar faces... 
 

For this edition I’ve chosen to take time out to spotlight and 
get to know our two SLD men behind the convention micro-
phone and camera:  Steve Caso and Bob Dickson. 

 
The quiet curator...While we 
have all seen him dutifully 
standing watch over the video 
equipment at each district con-
vention, I know I’ve never taken 
the time to get to know Steve 
Caso any better than simply 
sending him a check.  Shame on 
me, as I’m honored to now 
know more about him. 
 
Steve was brought into barber-

shop by his father and mother, as well as friend Don Morgan.  
In younger years Steve would attend and watch performanc-
es both of his dad and of others, recalling in particular one 
quartet that wore prison uniforms as part of their ‘shtick’.  
While he fully enjoyed watching and listening, as a musician 
he was a little wary about jumping in to this music form.  It 
was about ten years ago that Don Morgan finally talked him 
into giving it a try and he has been a member for around 8 
years at this point. 
 
When asked about his barbershop favorites, Steve’s first re-
sponse is one of our own district’s Frozen in Time and their 
rendition of ‘Lullaby in Ragtime’.  Aside from this local favor-
ite he enjoys some of the bigger names such as Vocal Majori-
ty, Westminster, and  Alexandria Harmonizers. 
 
When not attending to the video equipment, or scrambling 
to catch up with his own chorus when it is his turn to be on 
stage, or putting in the 20+ hours after convention to get 
everyone their recordings, he’s very active in the Rochester 
chapter.  One of his greatest memories is being a part of 
their singing valentine’s and being in a quartet that visited 
the Home for Battered Women.  Steve reflects on the satisfy- 

  ing feeling of being able to reach out to someone and help 
them to feel better about themselves by having visited. These 

ladies even asked them to perform an encore! 
 

While his chapter tries to stay in touch on a regular basis and is 
exploring how to safely start some in person rehearsals, he con-

tinues to feel that the most important message right now is a 
simple one we all already know, but that takes on such new and 

significant meaning in these challenging times— to just Keep 
the Whole World Singing.  This quiet curator speaks volumes. 

 
The man behind  the mic...With a barbershop history of more 
than 50 years, how many of you  know that the greatest thing 

about the man behind the mic, is the woman behind the man?  
As a matter of fact, if not for Kathy, we 

in Seneca Land may not have had our 
beloved emcee all these years! 

 
While he sang and performed in high 

school, it wasn't until  he was spending 
the majority of his time in Dansville 

with his wife’s family—and her uncle’s 
quartet ‘The Boilermakers’—that Bob 

Dickson began his journey into barber-
shop.  They would often sing at family 
events, with the guys against the girls, 

with the girls ALWAYS winning!    But it 
was actually many years later, when 

he saw a performance with the  Cho-
rus of the Genese and Rochester Philharmonic that he turned 

to Kathy to confirm this was it—this was what he wanted to do. 
 

More than four decades later his hobby has taken him across 
the country three times.  He has been able to perform at Inter-

nationals such as in San Antonio with their WWI set where he 
later sang along the Riverwalk for the Russian Field Marshall 
and the FBI with his quartet ’Pure and Simple’.  And Bob ulti-
mately credits barbershop for enabling him to visit 49 of our 

United States meeting wonderful people at every turn. 
 

But none of that is the crowning glory for this emcee who 
attributes his comfort hosting our conventions to being a long-
time educator, college instructor, and board director.  You see 

for Bob, the greatest thrill of his barbershop career has been 
the ability to share these experiences, and the love of singing, 

with his  20+ year Harmony Inc. and 2nd place international 
medalist from the quartet ’Fusion’ wife Kathy.  In the end the 

message Bob wants everyone to hear is not in his introductions 
during competition, or the fun facts he shares to keep us all 
engaged, but rather in wanting folks to know how great of a 

hobby singing really is.  For someone who has had heart prob-
lems, doctors say his hobby has helped his health stay strong.  It 
has enabled him to establish lifelong friendships and have com-

radery over the years with so many people—and more than 
anything else—”having a hobby with my wife has been one of 

the most enjoyable attributes of our marriage”.  
 

Consider sending a card of thanks, appreciation, or encourage-
ment to both Steve and Bob in care of the Chorus of the Gene-

see to let them know how valuable they are in our district! 
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Seneca Land Leadership  
 
President: Todd Horton  thorton1@rochester.rr.com  

Executive Vice President:   Mark Nelson   Mnelson1018@gmail.com  

Secretary: Tom Jones   t-bari@stny.rr.com  

Treasurer: Jim Barnett   jbarnone@aol.com  

Immediate Past President:  David Bay  

Board Member: Don Stothard   dstothard@aol.com  

Board Member: Gilbert Durham   durhamgill@gmail.com  

Board Member: Butch Talada   butalco1@aol.com  

Board Member:  Sagan Harris   Harris753@gmail.com      

 

For positions listed below, please refer to the BHS Member Center for contact information. 

 

DISTRICT OPERATIONS TEAM  

VP Contest and Judging: Don Stothard  

VP Chorus Director Development:  Eva Hillman 

VP Events: Todd Horton  

VP Marketing/Public Relations: David Lunden 

VP Membership: Open  

VP Youth: Open  

VP Music: Sky Harris and Dave Cloyd 

 

Allegheny Division Manager: Jim Barickman  

Appalachian Division Manager: Gene Evans  

Catskill Division Manager: Tom Jones  

Ontario Division Manager: Dave Lawson  

 

DISTRICT COMMITTEES AND APPOINTMENTS  

AHSOW: Larry Horn  

Archives/History: Open 

B.O.T.Y.: Tom Jones  

Chautauqua: George Jarrell  

Convention Chair: Don Stothard  

District Directory Editor: Jim Barickman  

Endowment Fund Chair: Butch Talada  

Ethics: Gilbert Durham  

Financial Review: Kathleen Horton  

Hall of Fame (HOF): Pete Hart  

Historian: Dorothy Zandt  

Laws & Regulations: Nathan Bell  

Nominations: Nathan Bell  

Services Chairman: Butch Talada  

SLAQC: Pete Frank 

Sound of Seneca/Convention programs: Pat Close  

Social Media: Ben Casper  

Standing Ovation Program: Mike Lurenz  

Web Master: David Lunden  

Message from the Editor: 
 

Publications:  The Sound of Seneca 

will publish four times each year.  It 

will be emailed and posted online 

on the 1st of February, May, Au-

gust, and November, with copies 

mailed to membership across the 

first week of those months. 

 

Submissions:  All submissions are 

subject to the approval of the edi-

tor and must be received by the 

15th of January, April, July, and 

October respectively.  Photo-

graphs with accompanying write-

ups are encouraged.  Content 

may be edited to accommodate 

amount of space available. 

 

 

For submissions, questions, or com-

ments, please contact: 

 

Mr. David Lunden 

235 Patricia Drive 

North Syracuse, NY   13212 

 

(315)-412-4509 

SLDwebmaster1@gmail.com 
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