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Seneca Statesmen on the 
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SLD to CHA! - Harmonic Collective returns to the international state to 

represent the Seneca Land District in Charlotte! 

THE SOUND OF SENECA 

                   Volume 4, Issue 3                                                                     Fall 2022 

What’s inside this quarter… 

 

 President’s Address   Page 2 

 Notes from the Editor   Page 3 

 Looking Back/Chapter Updates Pages 4-16 

 Fall Convention information  Page 18 

 Seneca Land Endowment  Page 19 

 Sound and Skills (VP of Music)  Page 20 

 Listing of our Leadership  Page 21 Haven’t registered for convention yet?  

Click above to go to our registration 

link and check out page 20 for            

convention details.  See you there! 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=pzkx8zdab&oeidk=a07ejcdbb485381373f


2 

Our Mission:  Make Life Better Singing Barbershop Music 
 
 

The Seneca Land Vision:  To be an ever-growing organization that is ageless, 
colorless and dedicated to the average singer having fun creating and preserving 

extraordinary music in the barbershop style.  A brotherhood known in its        
community for making a difference through singing.  

President’s Address, May, 2022 
Hi Seneca Landers! 

I’ve had a great barbershop summer so far going to represent Seneca Land District at Charlotte International 

Convention, then shortly after that at Harmony University in New Orleans. 

I did notice a pretty distinct lack of Seneca Land folks at either event!  I’m wondering what’s happening in our 

district at this particular moment in time.  Is it Covid, is it lack of enthusiasm, is it lethargy, or is it money?  My 

phone just never rings (and I make if available in many ways).  Please feel free to share your thoughts and answers. 

I guess at this point I’m asking myself what’s next.  I need help.  I need fresh faces with enthusiasm in their hearts 

who want Barbershop to grow and succeed!  Please call me if you are willing to help the district going forward!!! 

We are having the Fall Convention at the Hyatt in Rochester September 23 – 25.  Are you ready?  It will be held 

with the new all inclusive format from here  and going into the future.  What does that mean?  Glad you asked. 

All it means is, all members of all people are welcome to compete.  Fall and Spring qualification will remain the 

same, choruses in the fall and quartets in the spring.  We will have some room for Festival groups (score and 

evaluation), Quartets and Choruses are welcome to participate.  Of course you’ll need to be registered.  

Remember, this will include all male, all female and mixed voices. 

I look forward to seeing you all this September.  We will follow local Covid guidelines 

and as always mask up if you are being cautious in crowds. 

See you all soon! 

 

Sing-cerely, 

 

Todd Horton 

SLD President  Thorton1@rochester.rr.com    
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

 

Notes from the Editor regarding this Summer 2022 Sound of Seneca edition: 
 

At this time we will continue to email the newsletter and post it on our web page only. 

 

Please note the following thoughts as we use our newsletter to keep us connected during the pandemic: 

 

• Please remember that ANY submission or update—no matter how big or small—is valuable to all.  Our goal is to 

stay connected, and while some news may seem simple or mundane, it may be the words that keep our 

members connected and engaged across the miles during this challenging time. 

 

• I always hope to honor those voices we have lost.  If your chapter loses a member and you want to honor them 

through the newsletter, please email a photo and brief write up to sldwebmaster1@gmail.com  

 

• We are still working to create a new and accurate member email database which relies on the accuracy of 

member center information.  Please take a moment to make sure that your email address is the correct one so 

that you don’t miss communications from the district. 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Binghamton Chapter—the Southerntiersmen:   Mac’s “Gold Medal” Winners 

 

The Southerntiersmen Chorus honored our brother Mac 

Sabol in June with the inaugural award of two $1,000 

scholarships to local high school seniors. Maine-Endwell 

High School and Seton Catholic Central were selected as the 

first recipient schools based upon their prior participation in 

our chapter’s annual fund raiser for the local food bank. 

Both recipients were selected for these scholarships by their 

teachers based on their scholastic achievements, 

extracurricular activities, and community involvement.

 

 

 

 

 

On June 1, Matthew Beach of Seton Catholic Central received his check and 

plaque in the annual senior awards ceremony. Chapter President Gil Durham, 

John Rice, and Tom Landon represented the Southerntiersmen, joined by Mac’s 

wife Dr. Julianna Sabol. Julianna is pleased that Mac will be honored and 

remembered in an ongoing way that makes such a difference to the lives of local 

music students. Matthew will be attending Binghamton University this fall.  

 

 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Binghamton Chapter—The Southerntiersmen (cont’d):   Mac’s “Gold Medal” Winners 

 

Zachary Smith of Maine-Endwell High School 

received his scholarship award  on June 22. The 

grandson of chapter tenor Toby Lyon, Zachary is 

enrolled in Ithaca College and is entering as a 

sophomore based on AP credits and other high 

school activities.  

 

The Mac Sabol Memorial Scholarship was first 

conceived in mid-summer 2021, when the 

Binghamton Chapter Board of Directors approved the 

allocation of $10,000 seed money to get the ball 

rolling. John Rice and Tom Landon then partnered to 

manage the details of communications, fundraising, 

and coordination with the two school administrative staffs. Steve Foulk has also established a powerful chapter 

partnership with WBNG-TV, which created both a beautiful public service announcement and an effective 

advertisement for donations. These two awards were joyous occasions and provided unprecedented opportunities 

for us to support local students pursuing music degrees in college. The journey has been rewarding and fulfilling for 

everyone involved, and the chapter intends to extend eligibility for the scholarships to other nearby school districts 

in 2023. 

 

The chapter extends our sincere thank you to everyone who donated to the scholarship. We have a total of 24 

contributors as of mid-August, 16 of them being chapter members, as well as from The Mark Twain chapter. The 

total raised is $2281.86, more than covering the first two awards! We could not have asked for a more worthy and 

exciting project to source as a chapter. If you or your chapter would like to make a tax deductible donation to the 

scholarship fund, go to our chapter website, southerntiersmen.org/mac-sabol-scholarship. 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

http://southerntiersmen.org/mac-sabol-scholarship
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Black River Valley—Turning Point Chorus:  History and Healing through Harmony! 

Two tenors, two leads, two bari’s, and five basses made for a 

well-rounded sound during  TPC’s most recent performance.   

 

A touch of History and Heritage 

The Adirondack Mennonite Heritage Association purchased the 

Moser homestead on the Erie Canal Road, Croghan, New York, 

(near Kirschnerville) in 1990 as an open-air history museum. The 

Mennonite Heritage Farm consists of a family dwelling (built in 

1845) and a compact grouping of granary and an 1874 English 

barn. The home was used for worship services in the 19th and 

early 20th centuries.  On the first Saturday of June, the 

Adirondack Association celebrates Z fest marking the heritage of 

founding Mennonite families in this section of the Adirondacks . Turning Point Chorus was one of five groups that 

entertained the patrons that came to celebrate the old style fun and games. Craft exhibit’s, special period food and 

history relived by character actors portraying the original homesteaders. A beautiful day and lots of fun and 

fellowship. TPC entertained for 45 minutes with music covering Americana, Gospel and plain old Barber shop! 

 

A Sacred Night of Music: songs of Caring and Healing 

Monday August 8, 2022 was the Saint Mary’s Catholic Church in Clayton New York performance of a night of sacred 

music.  Turning Point Chorus had 15 members attending with a five song gospel package of Gospel that rattled the 

rafters with up tunes like ‘Great Getting Up Morning’ and ‘Swing Down Chariot’ and wowed the audience with 

ballads ‘I Believe’ and ‘Irish Blessing’. One of the highlights was our rendition of Freddy Kings ‘He’s Got the Whole 

World in His Hands’ where we got the entire congregation singing along! It’s a great song to demonstrate how the 

four voice parts all fit together to create a wonderful lock and ring and it left a very appreciative audience giving 

heartwarming applause and wanting more—men’s a cappella Barbershop is alive and well in the north country! 

 

If your travels bring you to upstate New York, TPC meets on Wednesday nights from 6:30 to 8:30 at St. Patricks 

Catholic Church at the corner of Massey and Arsenal Streets in Watertown. Send me a text at 315-783-1408 or pop 

me an email at musicmantpc@gmail.com And let me know how many guest music books to make up! 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

mailto:musicmantpc@gmail.com
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
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Canton Chapter—The Goldenaires:  A Proud History While Pushing Forward... 
 

Back before the pandemic, the Canton Goldenaires Chorus changed its name to THE GOLDENAIRES CHORUS to 

reflect our membership make up of 14 men from all over St. Lawrence County, not just Canton!  Like most choruses, 

we did not sing for almost two years but we did get together for our annual “singing valentines” program last 

February.  After 20 years, our “singing valentines” efforts (i.e. 3 quartets delivering all over the county) have raised 

close to $15,000 for talented, musically inclined high school seniors (male and female) throughout the County.  

Before the pandemic, we were raising close to $2,000 each year for these awards.  Last year, because of the increase 

in Covid numbers, the chorus sent out singing valentines through YouTube and still raised $1600! 

 

We continue to practice on Tuesday evenings at our new Sportsman Club location.  The chorus has sung at funerals, 

ridden on a float and sung in The St. Lawrence Dairy Princess Parade, and participated twice in the June “Music on 

Main Street” program sponsored by the St. Lawrence Council of the Arts. Before the pandemic the chorus also 

participated in the Salvation Army Red Kettle Drive and sang Christmas carols at the local nursing/independent living 

homes.  Additionally, we usually sing the National Anthem for our local VFW at their May Memorial Parade 

Ceremony in the Park which was unfortunately cancelled this spring.  The chorus continues to get invitations from 

the local Colleges/Universities (i.e. SUNY Canton, 

Potsdam State, Clarkson, and St. Lawrence) to 

sing the Canadian and U.S. National Anthems for 

their sporting events. We are presently preparing 

for two sing-outs at the DeKalb Jct. Historical 

Museum in late August and at the Madrid Power 

Museum in September, our first ‘formal’ 

performances in 2 years outside of our virtual 

singing valentines. 

 

All in all, we are slowly getting back to the public 

purview, and, in our small way…are trying to 

“Keep the Whole Singing”-one song at a time! 

 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
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Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

 

East Aurora Chapter—Friends of Harmony:  Honoring a man of true service. 
 

The Friends of Harmony family is sad to share the news of Dan 

Gregorio's passing at the age of 90.  Dan was an affable, hard-

working lead in the Friends of Harmony for twenty years.  He 

began and spearheaded our many Swingin', Singin' Spaghetti 

Supper fundraisers (photo shows him stirring the pot).  Dan served 

proudly as Commander in the US Coast Guard, also serving in the 

Navy and Marines.  He was on the Board of Directors of the Buffalo 

& Erie County Naval and Military Park.  Through his efforts, the 

Friends of Harmony became the official chorus of the Naval Park, 

singing on the fantail of the USS Little Rock many times (photo 

shows him to the right of assistant director Mac Sabol.. 

Dan and his wife Jackie arranged for us to headline 

the Family Motor Coach Association’s convention, 

memorably concluding with “Happy Trails to You”.  

He was the 2011 Friends of Harmony Barbershopper 

of the year.  He will be deeply missed.  Dan’s 

Memorial Service was June 13, 2022, with burial in 

the WNY National Cemetery in Pembroke. 

 

In related East Aurora Chapter news, here is a photo of us singing 

the service songs at the Buffalo and Erie County Naval and Military 

Park.  Assistant Director Peter Hart led the chorus, with WW II 

Veterans Chuck Platzer and Jack Seager singing in the second row. 

 

At left, Friends of Harmony May 28, 2022, at the Buffalo Naval 
Park’s “Tolling of the Boats” Ceremony.   

The USS Little Rock, USS The Sullivans and submarine                   
USS Croaker are in the background. 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
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Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

 

East Aurora Chapter—Friends of Harmony (cont’d):  Honoring a man of true service. 
 

Congratulations to Korea-era Navy Veteran Bob Barton as his name was 

one of thirty four which has been etched into the granite Amherst 

Veterans Memorial at the Amherst State Park. Additionally, 98 year old 

WW II Navy Veteran Chuck Platzer’s name was added to the wall last 

year.  Bob and Chuck have sung in the Lead section of the Friends of 

Harmony for three decades. 
 

Many in the audience of two hundred told me how much they 

appreciated the Friends of Harmony’s patriotic musical 

performance.  Special thanks go to Chorus Manager Ed Lyons, Dick 

Wagner for coordinating the Service Flag presentation during the Armed 

Forces Medley, and the 21 chorus members who added dignity to the 

ceremony.  Our songs that day were the Armed Forces Medley, America 

the Beautiful and God Bless America. A Williamsville East HS Senior, 

Ayden Weinstein, sang the National Anthem. 

             Bob Barton, Sr. and his son Bob Barton, Jr. 

                  at the Amherst Veterans Memorial. 

 

 

Longtime Buffalo Chapter 

member and woodshedder       

emeritus Howard “Howdy” 

Davis’ memory was also 

honored at the ceremony by  

his sister and by Gene Vogel     

of the Queen City Chordsmen.. 
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Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

 

Finger Lakes Chapter (with Mark Twain): Everything’s Comin’ Up ‘Roses’!   

The Finger Lakes Mixed Chorus, together with Mark Twain Chorus, entertained a very receptive audience in 
Rose, NY as part of Rose's summer series. Great to be able to be live at events again. 
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#SLDProud 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

 

Liverpool Chapter:  Staging a comeback of international proportions! 
 

Greetings from Liverpool!  Striding out onto the Barbershop Harmony Society International contest stage was a 

thrill that, even at the end of August we're still coming down from. The lights, the music, and the way time 

seems to warp a seven minute show set into 30 seconds of muscle memory is still something we are talking 

about at rehearsals. Despite the heat and humidity being oppressive, we stayed cool sharing a rehearsal space 

with our southern brothers Palmetto Vocal Project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The chorus received some surprise coaching from Rick Taylor and Kipp Buckner, while the Awesome One 

himself—Joe Connelly—was there to see us through the pattern personally! We had both new and veteran 

members on the international stage for their first time along with experienced competitors and ALL had an 

absolute blast. It was an honor and a privilege to represent the Seneca Land District up there (or down there in 

Charlotte as the case may be), and we hope to do so many more times in the future! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
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Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

 

Liverpool Chapter—Harmonic Collective (cont’d):  Staging a comeback of international proportions! 
 

Our schedule hasn't let up since returning to the not-yet-frozen north; we've teamed up with our sisters in 

harmony, the Spirit of Syracuse chorus, and Sweet Adelines Region 15 quartet champions Illuminate for not one, 

but two shows this month! Singing as a chorus is tons of fun, but sharing music with other groups and other 

audiences together is music-making on a whole other level! 

 

We also had the honor to join forces with the New Horizons 

chorus to sing at Brian Sagrestano's celebration of life. Brian was 

a great singer and an even better friend, and it was great to get 

together one more time to reminisce and remember the 

indelible impact he had on all of us.  The photo to the left 

represents the chorus taking Brian back on the international 

stage with us through bracelets worn in his memory. 

 

 

 

 

While the summer has certainly been busy, 

the future holds even more, with some 

unique holiday performances we're all 

looking forward to and plans to host a 

quartet-building event in the future! We're 

looking forward to seeing everybody at the 

Fall convention – let’s come out in full 

force SLD and HC will see you there! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
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Mark Twain Chapter: Always Innovative—Never Idle! 

The Mark Twain Chorus has been busy since it took home the awards for Best Chorus (Class A) and Most Improved 

Chorus at the District Spring Convention.  Members have been adding to their repertoire, looking to the future, and 

seeking  possibilities to be engaged in their local communities.  Chorus Director David Cloyd and the Music Team 

located some up-tunes that members are learning.  It is expected future audiences will find them to be both familiar 

and entertaining.  Director Cloyd has also added a variety of warm-

up exercises to rehearsals.  Members have more opportunities to 

experience singing in a quartet and as a result, new quartets are 

forming or reforming. 

 

The Chorus lost several active members the past two and a half 

years so there is a need to ramp up membership recruitment.  

Accordingly, activities such as a guest night are in the planning 

stages.  Increased marketing efforts are being explored, as well, to 

help advertise the Chorus and the benefits of membership.  These include participation in                                    

local festivals and community events, singing at sporting venues, and using broadcast and social media. 

 

In June, the Chorus volunteered to sell souvenirs during the Sahlen at the Glen racing event at Watkins Glen 

International Speedway.  They will return to carry out this task the weekend of August 19 - 21 when NASCAR is at 

the race track for races that culminate in the Go Bowling at the Glen.  These events help the Chorus  raise funds it 

can use for purchasing music; coaching; and other expenses. 

 

The Chorus returned to North Rose, NY at the end of June, as it 

has in recent  years, to put on a one-hour concert with the Finger 

Lakes Chorus for an appreciative audience.  Each group sang a 

series of songs; the quartet Staff Meeting did a set; and  the two 

Choruses sang together.  They will gather again later this month 

for a concert in Dundee, NY.  Great to catch up across the district, 

and all of us at Mark Twain hope to see you all this fall! 

                   ‘Staff Meeting’ – Ev Nelson, Butch Talada, Bob King, and Steve LoPresti  

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
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Mark Twain Chapter (cont’d):  

It is not all work for the men on the risers.  In late August, they have been invited to a picnic hosted by the 

Arrowhead Chorus in Painted Post, NY.  This will be followed by a picnic hosted 

by the Crystal Chords, a women’s barbershop chorus, a week thereafter.  In the 

last news article, we indicated the Chorus had joined with the Crystal Chords, 

after a two-year hiatus, to plan a show.  Information about this can now be 

shared.  It is scheduled to occur March 4, 2023 at the Powers Auditorium of the 

Clemens Center in Elmira and will consist of an evening of a Capella music, 

entitled “We Will Rock You”.  More details will be forthcoming. 

 

The Mark Twain Chapter Barbershopper of the Year (BOTY) for 2021 was 

awarded to Everett Nelson.  At left is a photo showing Douglas Peeso, 

President of the Mark Twain Chapter, presenting the award to Nelson.   

 

People who enjoy singing music together find they tend to become and remain 

life-long friends.  It’s one of the benefits of singing.  Larry Horn shared with the 

Chorus that a quartet he sang with years ago, Small Town Sound, had reunited 

recently.  Darryl Edminster, Andy Fisher, Al Peckham, and he found it didn’t 

take very long for them to get in tune and start ringing some chords.   

 

Mohawk Valley Chapter:  Supporting from afar—and anxious to get back together! 

We have been holding our regular meetings on Wednesday nights working on our Chapter Show package and our 

Summer Singout’s repertoire.  We have had many visitors to our Chapter Meetings and continue to draw a few new 

people occasionally.  We participated in an interchapter meeting with the Schenectady and Saratoga Springs 

Chapters.  We were honor to sing at Brian Sagrestano’s Celebration of Life at the Franklin Hotel on July 23rd.   

Harmonic Collective and a few members of Parkside Harmony also participated in this celebration.  We also enjoyed 

the company of Sean Devine.  We are currently getting ready for possibly our most enjoyable (and enjoyed) singout 

in Richfield Springs on Wednesday August 3rd.  Full Circle will be singing in various celebrations here in Central New 

York and plan on competing in the SLD Fall Convention, as well. 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
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Oswego Chapter—The Snowbelters:  A brief but fantastic update from up North! 

The Snowbelters hope all is well across the district as the news from up north gets better and better! Chair of 

Chapter Development, Roger Wells, is pleased to report that the Oswego Snowbelters are finally back to in person 

rehearsals after almost two and a half years of virtual meetings! They have two singouts in September and are 

planning a Christmas concert in December.  Hopefully the chapter can add to the ten singers they presently have, 

and they send their best wishes to all our fellow barbershoppers and hope to see some of you soon! 

 

Rochester Chapter—Chorus of the Genesee: Singing Out...and Chowing Down! 

 

Chorus of the Genesee had a great time performing at 

the Fairport Baptist Home.  The sing out was well 

attended and enjoyed by all.   

 

As always we had lots of fun with some barbershop 

humor for good measure.    

 

 

 

 

And of course we gathered afterwards for a meal and 

more singing.  Here’s to keeping the harmony flowing! 

 

 
 

 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
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Warsaw Chapter:  Making Harmony Between our Past and their Future... 

 

Warsaw chapter president, Gerry Freeman, presents the Dave Grove Music Scholarship to this year's recipient, 

Maranda Weigley of Warsaw Central School. 

 

The Warsaw chapter congratulates this year’s recipient of the Dave Grove Music chapter scholarship. Maranda 

Weigley of Warsaw Central School won the honor 

for their participation in many artistic endeavors, 

including art classes, ceramics, drawing, painting, 

and Community Art. A well rounded person, 

Maranda also participated in tennis, cross country, 

and indoor track. 

 

Maranda will take their passion for art to SUNY New 

Paltz this fall, majoring in Pre-Art Therapy. Outside 

of school, Maranda participates in Leaders Club at 

the YMCA, and enjoys reading, drawing, painting, 

and spending time with family. Maranda, is the child 

of Scott Weigley and Carrie Ehrhardt, and hopes to 

use art to help children and teens in the future. 

 

The Warsaw Chapter, Dave Grove Scholarship was 

founded many years ago in honor of Dave’s 

participation in the “Oatkans quartet” (Bass) and is 

given each year to a deserving senior at the Warsaw 

Central School. 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
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If your chapter was not included in this edition of the Sound of Seneca, but you have updates you would like the 

district to know about, please reach out to your chapter President or Vice President of Marketing and Public 

Relations and they can pass the information along for our next edition. 
 

Don’t forget—what you consider small news, is welcome news to your fellow SLD members stretching across the 

district that might be encouraged and uplifted just to stay connected across the miles. 
 

Our next edition will be published on November 1st—we hope to hear from all of you! 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can’t get enough Barbershop after 

all these updates?  Well consider 

visiting other districts by attending 

great events like this one just a 

‘short’ drive down the road… 

 

 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
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FALL CONVENTION IS HERE—IT’S TIME FOR A COMEBACK!  
 

With summer winding down, Fall 

(Convention) is ready to heat up—but we 

need ALL of you! 

If you haven’t registered already,         

CLICK HERE  

and get yourself set for a great time later this month.  Rooms 

are still available at the hotel for a GREAT rate, so book it now 

and start the countdown to quartets, choruses, chorditorium, 

tagging, the Saturday buffet and so much more!!! 

 

THE ABSOLUTE FINAL DATE TO REGISTER CHORUSES AND QUARTETS IS FRIDAY 

SEPTEMBER 2ND!   

 

Come for the chords...stay for the comradery—it’s time to 

reconnect with friends from other chapters and  make some 

great music together.   

 

We’ll ‘see you in September’ at the Hyatt! 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

Moving Ahead... 

Here’s a glimpse at the 

events and information 

for the next few 

months. 

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ejcdbb485381373f&llr=pzkx8zdab
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Vital information on our growth — the Seneca Land Endowment Fund 
 

You may not be aware that our district has an endowment fund that is managed by Harmony Foundation.  This fund 
is structured so the principal amount invested remains intact while investment income is available for use by the 
district for operating expenses. We normally withdraw a portion of the annual income, so the fund keeps growing in 
value.    

 

For example our fund has grown from $116,000 in 2018 to $157,000 in 2021.  This income stream allows us to invest 
in our singing mission, for example: coaching, district conventions, and supporting our quartets and choruses at the 
international level. 

 

Butch Talada has been running a raffle at conventions for many years to raise money for the fund.  Thanks Butch! 
We would also invite individuals to contribute to the fund in a variety of ways: 

 

1. Tax deductible donation to the district specifying the Endowment Fund. Checks can be made out to the 
Seneca Land District and mailed to the district treasurer. 

2. Charitable IRA rollover, or qualified charitable distribution (QCD), is a special provision allowing particular 
donors of age 70.5 to exclude from taxable income—and count toward their required minimum 
distribution—donations that are made directly to public charities. 

3.  Include the Seneca Land District Endowment Fund in your estate plans. 

 

If you need additional information, please contact 
me, and thank you for paying it forward to help the 
health our Seneca Land in future years! 

 

Jim Barnett 

Seneca Land District Treasurer 

jbarnone@aol.com 

 
 

Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

Moving Ahead... 

Here’s a glimpse at the 

events and information 

for the next few 

months. 
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Sound and Skills—the Seneca Land VP of Music News and Notes... 
 

Get the Most Out of Your Learning Tracks! 

                            If you work purposefully with your sheet music (regardless of how much of a “reader” you think you are — 

                 if you can follow notes up and down and read lyrics, then you can read music!) and tracks, you can in   

                    crease your retention, accuracy, and musicality in learning new music.  Your section leaders will thank   

                      you, your directors will thank you, and YOU will thank you! 

              Learn a New Song in 8 Easy Steps: 

              Make sure you have your sheet music, learning tracks (full mix and part predominant with head 

             phones, and a pencil/highlighter. 

                            Find somewhere quiet with minimal distractions so you can just focus just on learning. 

Step 1 - Play the FULL MIX three times as you listen only and follow along with the lyrics.  Don’t hum or sing along and use your 

finger to trace your TEXT from beginning to end. 

 

Step 2 - Play your PART MIX three times as you listen only and follow the contour of your pitches.  Again, don’t hum or sing 

along, use your finger to trace your pitches, and listen to just your part in isolation if you can (use a PART ONLY track or PART 

LEFT with just your left headphone in).  Start to use your pencil to mark any spots that don’t seem to come naturally to your ear 

or that you anticipate being a challenge.  

 

Step 3 - Play your PART MIX three (or more) times as you sing on “oo” to learn the pitches isolated from the text.  Sing lightly so 

that you can still hear the track clearly and don’t try to imitate the vocal choices being made by the demo vocalist.  And you 

don’t always have to go from measure 1 to the end!  Most learners spend a majority of their time in this step! 

 

Step 4 - Play your PART MIX three (or more) times as you lip sync along with the lyrics while you trace the text with your finger.  

Actually move your mouth to form the words in the correct timing - you can move your air, but don’t create any sound/

phonation.  Focus on getting the words/timing right! 

 

Step 5 - Play your PART MIX three (or more) times as you sing and connect your words to the notes, all the while tracing your 

part with your finger.  You should still sing very gently and not try to match the full voice demonstration you’re hearing on the 

track. 

 

Step 6 - Play the FULL MIX three (or more) times as you “step into the chorus” and sing lightly along with all the parts.  You may 

need to go back and review or use the sheet music for several runs, but work to be able to look away from the sheet music at 

this stage and hear how your part fits into the whole.  It also helps to stand at this point, but still using a gentle voice. 

 

Step 7 - (BONUS) Play the PART MISSING or take your left headphone out to just sing with the other three parts (three or more 

times).  Start to “step into the quartet” as it were and use more of your full voice.  This is a challenging step and you may not be 

successful right away, but you’ll get it! 

 

Step 8 - (BONUS) Duet with each of the other PART PREDOMINANT tracks three (or more) times.  Always start with the lead 

and/or bass, then move to the harmony parts.  Again, this is a challenging step, but ultimately hugely rewarding! 

If you want to find out more about this great process put together by Jay Giallombardo and Chuck Greene, check out the BHS website: 

https://www.barbershop.org/music/arrangements-and-learning-tracks/how-to-use-barbershop-learning-tracks 

https://www.barbershop.org/music/arrangements-and-learning-tracks/how-to-use-barbershop-learning-tracks
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Seneca Land Leadership  
 
President: Todd Horton  thorton1@rochester.rr.com  

Executive Vice President:   Mark Nelson   Mnelson1018@gmail.com  

Secretary: Tom Jones   t-bari@stny.rr.com  

Treasurer: Jim Barnett   jbarnone@aol.com  

Immediate Past President:  David Bay  

Board Member: Don Stothard   dstothard@aol.com  

Board Member: Gilbert Durham   durhamgil@gmail.com  

Board Member: Butch Talada   butalco1@aol.com  

Board Member:  Sagan Harris   Harris753@gmail.com      

 

 

For positions listed below, please refer to the BHS Member Center for contact information. 

 

DISTRICT OPERATIONS TEAM  

VP Contest and Judging: Don Stothard  

VP Events: Todd Horton  

VP Marketing/Public Relations: David Lunden 

VP Membership: Open  

VP Youth: Open  

VP Music: Sky Harris and Dave Cloyd 

 

Allegheny Division Manager: Jim Barickman  

Appalachian Division Manager: Gene Evans  

Catskill Division Manager: Tom Jones  

Ontario Division Manager: Dave Lawson  

 

DISTRICT COMMITTEES AND APPOINTMENTS  

AHSOW: Larry Horn  

Archives/History: Open 

B.O.T.Y.: Tom Jones  

Chautauqua:  

Convention Chair: Don Stothard  

District Directory Editor: Jim Barickman  

Endowment Fund Chair: Butch Talada  

Ethics: Gilbert Durham  

Financial Review: Kathleen Horton  

Hall of Fame (HOF): Pete Hart  

Historian: Dorothy Zandt  

Laws & Regulations: Nathan Bell  

Nominations: Nathan Bell  

Services Chairman: Butch Talada  

SLAQC: Pete Frank 

Social Media: Open  

Standing Ovation Program: Mike Lurenz  

Web Master: David Lunden  

Message from the Editor: 
 

Publications:  The Sound of Seneca 

will publish four times each year.  It 

will be emailed and posted online 

on the 1st of February, May, Au-

gust, and November, with copies 

mailed to membership across the 

first week of those months. 

 

Submissions:  All submissions are 

subject to the approval of the edi-

tor and must be received by the 

15th of January, April, July, and 

October respectively.  Photo-

graphs with accompanying write-

ups are encouraged.  Content 

may be edited to accommodate 

amount of space available. 

 

 

For submissions, questions, or com-

ments, please contact: 

 

Mr. David Lunden 

235 Patricia Drive 

North Syracuse, NY   13212 

 

(315)-412-4509 

SLDwebmaster1@gmail.com 
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