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Seneca Statesmen on the 

stage of The Grand Ole Opry, 

January 2019. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Harmony, Happiness, and a Mark Twain Trifecta!  In case you missed it—or 

even if you were there—check out the scores, photo’s, and information from 

Spring Competition, along with other SLD chapter updates! 
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Our Mission:  Make Life Better Singing Barbershop Music 
 
 

The Seneca Land Vision:  To be an ever-growing organization that is ageless, 
colorless and dedicated to the average singer having fun creating and preserving 

extraordinary music in the barbershop style.  A brotherhood known in its        
community for making a difference through singing.  

President’s Address, May, 2022 
Dear Seneca Land Family, 

Well after a very long hiatus, we came together to enjoy each other’s company and to test our ears and pipes.  Well, they still 

work! 

 

We had over 300 folks in attendance and 157 competitors across the risers.  The registration costs were reduced for the 

competitors and also for audience members as well.  It was a great afterglow at Harmony House which included evaluations 

for our groups who sang.  Thank you to Chorus of the Genesee for the use of the house and all the wonderful willing 

volunteers who helped us to have a successful and fun day!  I would be remiss if I didn’t mention our terrific MC, Sean Devine 

of OC Times fame.  He added to the fun with his upbeat style. 

 

All of the above was sponsored by Seneca Land District!  We need to stand together to preserve what we have.  Other 

interests would love to see us fail.  I will again reinforce our need to fight for our family.  While we may question decisions 

made at Harmony Hall, that has nothing to do with our weekly nights together either as a quartet, or as chorus members,  

and having the sheer fun of ringing those chords!  If you’re unsure how to contribute to the hobby, hang, as we are working 

on setting up  a district up a fund for you to donate directly to the district so we can help our own family.  We are still 

receiving funds from Harmony Foundation as well. 

 

Please get ready now to sing for all those summer events.  Sing at a level that will attract 

new members.  Sing for free every where you can, town parks, gazebos, fund raisers, ball 

games, etc.  Look for and supports a local cause (non political).  Do everything you can to be 

visible.  Go Sing, have fun! 

 

Sing-cerely, 
 

Todd Horton 

SLD President  Thorton1@rochester.rr.com    

Let’s Keep it Fun—Let’s Make it Fun Together! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Looking Back... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

 

Notes from the Editor regarding this Summer 2021 Sound of Seneca edition: 
 

At this time we will continue to email the newsletter and post it on our web page only. 

 

Please note the following thoughts as we use our newsletter to keep us connected during the pandemic: 

 

• Please remember that ANY submission or update—no matter how big or small—is valuable to all.  Our goal is to 

stay connected, and while some news may seem simple or mundane, it may be the words that keep our 

members connected and engaged across the miles during this challenging time. 

 

• I always hope to honor those voices we have lost.  If your chapter loses a member and you want to honor them 

through the newsletter, please email a photo and brief write up to sldwebmaster1@gmail.com  

 

• We are still working to create a new and accurate member email database which relies on the accuracy of 

member center information.  Please take a moment to make sure that your email address is the correct one so 

that you don’t miss communications from the district. 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Binghamton Chapter:   Small, But Memorable—A Southerntiersmen Valentine 2022 

 

You can’t judge a book by its cover, as the adage goes. Well, you also can’t judge the 
value of a chapter’s Singing Valentines campaign by the numbers (11 total). The 
Southerntiersmen only had two quartets participating on February 13 and 14 this 
year, but the amount of pure joy, love, fun, and storytelling will fuel us for the rest of 
our lives! 

 

Our Sunday mixed quartet of Jim Holder, Tom Landon, Linda Laraway, and Kandy 
Getty hit the road with a visit to a Sweet Adelines friend who kept us in stitches with 
her stories of adventures when the women all sang together. We kept our connection 
to the Sweet Adelines strong with a visit to 

Patsy Jones, wife of barbershop all-star Tom Jones, during their lunch at Outback 
Steakhouse. Tom demanded the opportunity to sing Bari to his sweetheart on one of the 
songs, so how do you say no to that? Our last visit of the day brought both wife and 
husband to tears, as she had heard the ad on WBNG and ordered the SV for her 
husband who was recovering from surgery. Our Gold Medal moment was with Dick 
Scott, father of Southerntiersman Dave Scott and recently turned 98 years young!! Dick 
shared lovingly of his marriage to his high school sweetheart and the many adventures 
of a musical family. After singing Let Me Call You Sweetheart, he smiled and said “Oh, 
you can call me sweetheart anytime”. He sang the whole song with us, too! We were 
overwhelmed with joy and laughter being with Dick for just a short time. 

 

Our Monday quartet of Dale Ball, Gil Durham, Tom Jones, and Tom Landon performed four 
times, the first to a teacher at McArthur Elementary School. That lucky lady had several of 
her students along with her – what a treat that was for us! Dale has worked with one of the 
purchasing agents in the front office, so that was a nice connection. We then stopped at 
WSKG and just missed our intended Valentine, so we sang to the very appreciative lady in 
the reception office. And we totally embarrassed a clerk in the CVS Drug Store as her fellow 
workers all recorded the surprise on their phones! Our last visit of the day came from a 
former Southerntiersmen who knew all of us except Tom Landon, the newer guy. He had 
remarried and wanted to give his sweetie a very special gift.  

 

Several of these Singing Valentine visits will be in our memories perhaps for the rest of our 
lives. Smiling and laughing, maybe crying, over these memories is an occupational hazard we 
all will gratefully embrace. It’s the very best game in town! 

Looking Back... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Binghamton Chapter: An Acronym for the Ages! 
 

John Rice has been a member of the Southierntiersman chorus since 1992—thirty years!  During those years John 

has worn many hats in the chorus: bass section leader, chapter Development VP, Program VP and Chapter President.  
For most of those 30 years, John has also been involved in quartets:  Route 26, Harmony Online, New Generation, 
Anything  goes, and Just 4 Men.  
 

Optimistic, with a positive, constructive attitude, John has helped the chorus improve and grow.  His infectious 

love of barbershop has led to new members...in fact, John has 9 Men-of-Note awards! 
 

Health of the musical aspects of the chorus is but a part of what John contributes.  He regularly contacts and offers 

caring support to members who,  due to health or family issues, may have missed chapter meetings.  
 

Now it can be revealed, as the proclamation states: “THEREFORE, let all here present be witness that the 

Southerntiersmen Chorus acknowledges with deep  appreciation this person’s unwavering faith in its members and 
untiring efforts to  bring out the best in each of us, and therefore, proclaim that the title of "  

Barbershopper of the Year 2021  

is awarded to  JOHN RICE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking Back... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Black River Valley—Turning Point Chorus:  Updates, encouragements, and a demand for B flat! 
 

With the true inspiration and wording of Clay Hine in mind.... it’s the music that brings us together, but it’s the friendships that 

make us stay!  The Turning Point Chorus has followed these ideals and wishes to say.....Covid be damned!  Thank God the 

friendship is there to keep us going strong.  Our small group of men had patiently waited out the Delta Strain and got back to in 

person singing ((with proper protocols in place)) last October.  We had a wonderful performance in November to benefit the 

local Urban Mission —and I must brag — for not being together since the onset, our performance was stellar!  It was like we 

had never stopped singing.  From a directors viewpoint, it proves we are doing things right and believe in what and how we do 

it!  As we diligently prepared our ChristmaSING program to get out and spread the cheer and Love for the holiday...YEP...you 

guessed it...shut down by Omicron.  

 

As you all understand these have been some very trying times. I see that membership in a large number of social groups like 

the BHS, Rotary, Lions clubs and so many others has dwindled and put many organizations into understanding but perilous 

positions.  It seems with such uncertainty and potential health and welfare concerns that the prudent but unwelcoming 

decisions have to be made to insure survivability.   Just as you see the light at the end of the tunnel approaching you realize it’s 

a train speeding towards you!!  But, all is not lost!  The fun, fellowship and the music will continue! Having been dormant for 

such a long time, our elected board didn’t have an awful lot to do!  So we tasked them for an additional duty… Stay aboard in 

the same position for another year! One change did occur, we elected a new president of TPC and thank Bill Kilburn for 

stepping up to the plate. We are developing plans to build back to our previous numbers in membership and striving to grow it 

beyond.  We are finding venues we can perform in, groups we can sing to and ways to spread the joy of music, specifically 4 

part male A cappella barbershop. 

 

Our board has chosen to follow the guidelines of BHS and stay as a male chorus and chapter.  We are fortunate to have The 

Northern Blend , an internationally acclaimed championship chorus with Harmony Incorporated located here in Watertown to 

provide an opportunity for the women in our area to enjoy Barbershop Singing as well.  Our region also has several theatre 

groups and organizations plus a newly formed organization group called HarmoNNY Performing Arts Community that is 

bringing music and fine arts to local venues and communities in the north country. 

 
I am saddened to report the passing of one of our longtime barbershop brothers John Eastman.  Many of you may recall John 

belting out some resounding tenor notes with The Jeff-Four-Sons, or may recall him switching to bass and pounding out those 

low dirty ninths., or had an opportunity to get pulled into a quiet hallway at a conventions to be asked “what part do you sing 

and which tag are we singing?”  Brother John left us to sing with the heavenly chorus on December 23rd after a valiant fight 

with pancreatic cancer.   Please keep his wife Robyne and four children (all grown) in our barbershop family of prayers. (cont’d) 

Looking Back... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Black River Valley—Turning Point Chorus:  Updates, encouragements, and a demand for B flat! 
 

Let’s all start a trend to get out and support local community groups as they bring  music and performance back into our 

lives.  Let’s all stay safe and respect everyone’s personal decisions about what is right for them.  Let’s all be mindful and 

supportive of our district leaders as they work to get us all back on track.  Let’s all keep the whole world singing...... loud and 

clear, in four part harmony.... (( preferably in the key written, with the right notes being sung!!)) 

 

And last, but of course not least, a little reuniting and reminiscing to warm the heart!  Back in 1981/82 I had the opportunity to 

sing with the Cataraqui Townsman - which later became the Kingston Townsmen in the Ontario district. I was also fortunate 

enough to sing with three Canadian gentlemen out of that chorus and we formed a quartet known as Foreign Exchange…… Last 

weekend at the SLD spring convention in Rochester —after 40 years has passed - I was able to reunite with Bill Hawken who 

sang ((and still does)) Bass!   

 

Because he was in an official capacity on the judging panel, 

we didn’t get a chance to spend but a minute or two 

together and never got the chance to sing an old 

song!  How sad is that? 

 

Later in some Facebook postings … We talked about getting 

a “old style “ interchapter get together… Turning Point 

Chorus in Watertown, the Canton Goldenaires , Kingston 

Townsmen in Kingston Ontario and the Capital City Chorus 

in Ottawa Ontario ((and any other chapter in the area )) 

could easily find a common ground to have an afternoon/

evening of Harmony and fun, fellowship and song! 

 

Let’s all get back together… Get some inter chapter meetings set up… And sing, sing, sing!   

 

ALRIGHT NOW, SOMEONE BLOW THE DAMN PITCHPIPE......Bb please… 

Looking Back... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Looking Back... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

 

Liverpool Chapter:  Heating up and moving ahead! 
 

Greetings from Liverpool!  It was great to be back at Spring contest (along with four guys who'd never competed before) 
and see all of our friends from across (and even outside) the district; cheering on our fellow choruses and quartets, getting 
power back in the old Barbershop engine! You don't really realize how much you miss sitting in a room with a well-dressed 
stranger telling you what you did wrong until you don't get to do it anymore! 
 

We're currently busy preparing to sing for the Eastern Division Conference of the Lutheran Womens' Missionary League - 
they actually booked us way back in 2020, but, like our district convention, they've had to hold off, so we're both excited 
to finally deliver! We're also excited to have a chance to collaborate with the brand new SAI Region 15 quartet champs, 
Illuminate, who'll be joining us for the show! 
 

We're also excited to be back coaching again with Joe Connelly next month. The Awesome One is near and dear to our 
hearts, and our last collaboration with him was our virtual Loch Lomond project, so it'll be great to work with him again, 
masked face to masked face, as we prepare for our International run!  And speaking of International! We can't wait to get 
back to the Grandest Stage of Them All this summer! It's a huge honor to be able to represent SLD onstage; we're singing 
eighth on Friday morning, and we've got our rehearsal room at the Embassy Suites uptown all ready - hope you'll stop by 
and say hello! 
 

All in all, it's great to see the Barbershop world waking out of hibernation, and we can't wait to join you all as the winter 
thaws into a hot and harmonious summer! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Looking Back... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

 

Maple City Chorus:  Quartets at the core of this chorus! 
 

The Maple City Chorus has been active and back in action with their recent show taking place on May 7th at the 
Alfred Almond Central School where the chorus performed and featured three quartets pictured below that 
included “KQ”, “ZEST”, and “Achordingly Noted”.  As with other chapters, it’s great to be performing again and 
generating more energy and harmony in the community! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Mark Twain Chapter: Chorus, Community, and Competition—one triple play leading to another. 

The past four months have been full of events, singing, and planning for members of the Mark Twain Chorus.  The Chorus 
participated in the annual Arctic League telethon, continuing a tradition that spans more than six decades.  The Arctic League is 
the oldest continuous charity in Chemung County (NY) and exists to assure that no child within the County goes without gifts at 
Christmas.  The telethon helps to raise funds to purchase the gifts; 100% of the money is dedicated to that cause.  COVID 
protocols caused the cancellation of live performances in 2020 and 2021.  Still, we videotaped two songs at our rehearsal 
venue, along with a presentation of a check from the Chorus, that aired during the event in early December.  Chorus members 
found this to be a great and enjoyable experience that helped to build camaraderie while we shared our gift of song for a 
worthy community organization.     
 
To the right, the Mark Twain Chorus takes a break from 
taping “Please Come Home for Christmas” for the 2021 
Arctic League telethon to pose for a group photo. 
 
While the Chorus has been able to meet for in-person 
rehearsals, there were no opportunities to sing live for 
others, such as residents of nursing facilities and adult care 
facilities, during the holiday season.  Nevertheless, the 
Chorus spent several weeks during rehearsals “dusting off” 
various selections from its Christmas repertoire to keep 
them fresh and to correct any errors in music and/or lyrics.  
The Chorus also recorded a Christmas tag that was 
submitted to Sirius XM radio for possible inclusion in their 
holiday rotation. 
 
In addition to the check sent to the Arctic League, the 
Chorus made a donation to Seneca Santa, a nonprofit that 
originated in the 1940’s and provides “Christmas gifts and holiday cheer to local kids in need in Schuyler County”.  The Chorus 
also sent a donation to the Food Bank of the Southern Tier which obtains food in bulk and distributes it to individuals and 
families in need though a system of food pantries in counties within the Southern Tier (NY) region. 
 
When a surge in COVID cases in the area led to masking requirements and a return to virtual meetings, members and the 
Chorus Director continued to gather as they could to learn new songs to refresh and update the repertoire with tunes that will 
be both familiar and entertaining for our audiences. 
 
The BOD has met virtually at least once a month to discuss pertinent issues, including safety of members at meetings in the 
wake of COVID; and possible update of uniforms, and to develop an operating budget for calendar year 2022 based on 
projected income and anticipated expenses.  Additionally, the Chorus web site is being updated so that it provides current 

Looking Back... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Mark Twain Chapter: Chorus, Community, and Competition—one triple play leading to another. 

 
After a two-year hiatus, a group from the BOD joined with a group from the Crystal Chords, a local Harmony Inc. Chorus, to 
form a committee to plan and produce a show highlighting a capella music.  While they have a tentative date and a theme, 
many other details are yet to be finalized.  More information will be provided as it becomes available. 

 
The Chorus selected Everett (“Ev”) Nelson as the 2021 Barbershopper of the Year (BOTY).  Ev is the “quiet angel” of the Chorus.  
He is an at-large member of the BOD and often listens intently, then offers a few carefully measured yet wise comments that 
help fellow BOD members move a discussion that has stalled.  Nelson is the tenor in two registered quartets: Pasture Prime 
and Staff Meeting and he does a great job in this role.  Until recently, he was the only active tenor within the Chorus.  Ev is also 
an active “woodshedder” as a member of AHSHOW and helps support that endeavor by serving as a backup for Larry Horn 
when needed.  When the announcement was made and the plaque presented to Ev, he was quite surprised to the delight of 
the selection committee and fellow Chorus members.  Congratulations and best wishes, Ev Nelson! 
 

 
 

No longshot here—bet on Mark Twain to cash in on the Trifecta! 
 

  
The Mark Twain Chorus pulled off a rarity at the 

recent district spring competition.  They garnered 
first place in the Small Chorus (Plateau “A”) 

competition, were named “Most Improved Chorus” 
and tied with the Southerntiersmen as District 

Chorus champions.  Per Society rules, the 
Southerntiersmen were named the champions 

based on scoring one point higher in                        
the singing category. 

 
 The achievements by the Mark Twain Chorus 

are the result of the leadership of David Cloyd, 
Chorus Director, and the preparation and hard work 

of members of the Chorus.  Director Cloyd refused 
to settle for anything less than maximum effort from 

the members and they, in turn, accepted the 
challenge to meet his expectations.  Moreover, they 

had fun working and performing together.  As one 
member said “It’s good to be back!” 

Looking Back... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Mohawk Valley Chapter:  Supporting from afar—and anxious to get back together! 

Mohawk Valley has continued to meet in a hybrid fashion on Wednesdays.  Despite the winter months, we continued to draw 

about 75% of our membership every meeting along with occasional visitors on zoom.  MVC is continuing to work toward 

building our membership and we have consistently enjoyed the presence of three guests that we hope to add to our roster.    

Even though we were unable to participate in the Spring Convention as a chorus, our chapter quartet Full Circle did take part. 

We were excited that the District was able to hold a long overdue competition and we enjoyed viewing the proud and smiling 

faces of the competitors on Facebook. Full Circle gave glowing reports regarding their experience and Spring Convention and 

how well organized it was.  Additionally, the members of Full Circle had the opportunity to perform the National Anthem(s) at 

the Utica University and Utica Comets hockey matches.  Another chapter quartet, Firestorm performed at an Immigrant 

Naturalization service and for family events in the community.  We are now attempting to line up singing opportunities for the 

Spring and Summer.  We hope to join the District at the next convention!!! 

 

 

A message from the Society... 

BHS Harmony Hall is invested in the success of our Singing Communities. That's why we're doing a pilot this Spring and 
Summer. Our first pilot group is full, but we are looking for another 10 chapters who would like to participate in our second 
pilot this summer after the International Convention.  
 
The BHS Development team will work with each chapter's leadership to: 

• Assess and determine appropriate fundraising goals  

• Develop a fundraising campaign 

• Build a fundraising web page for the chapter 

• Provide tools for successful promotion and fundraising strategies, and 

• Assess the program together to determine the pilot's effectiveness and next steps. 

Action 

Please share this information and the attached Harmonizer ad with any potential chapters. 

Feel free to contact Mark Morgan with Chapter names and contacts for potential pilot candidates. 

 
Contact 
Mark Morgan 
Development@barbershop.org 
615-673-4117 

Looking Back... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

mailto:Development@barbershop.org
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

St. Mary’s Chapter: Catching up on holidays in harmony! 
 

After our major performance in September, things got busier than anticipated. 

On November 11, the Allegheny Harmonizers sang at the Veterans Day 

ceremonies on the Diamond in St Marys. As you know, the November weather 

can be tricky, but we had no rain or snow nor extreme cold. We performed: This 

Is My Country, God Bless America, and the Star Spangled Banner with 15 

members present, and received many positive compliments. 

 

 

November 27 was Light 

Up Night in St Marys and 

featured a parade with 

Santa Claus riding in a fire truck at the end. We were asked to sing at the 

last minute, so only had ten folks available, but we bundled up and sang 

our way through most of the Yuletide songbook Volume 1. Rather than 

ride on a float in the parade where hardly anyone can hear you sing, we 

stood in front of our meeting place which was on the parade route and 

had some shelter from the store fronts. It was fun! 

 

 

The Ridgway Presbyterian Church hosts a Candle and Carol service every year, and December 5th was their 90th anniversary. 

Traditionally, many local musicians take part in the service, and both the Allegheny Harmonizers and the Harmonistas were 

invited to sing. In addition, one of our basses who plays the accordion, was the hit of the event with his music. 

 

Our ladies group, the Harmonistas, were invited to sing at the 

Ridgway Middle/High School Holiday Choral Music Program 

on December 14th.  Their director is one of our Harmonistas, 

and wanted the students to experience Barbershop music, as 

well as understanding that singing can be a life-long skill that 

continues to grow, and just makes you feel good! 

 

 

 

Looking Back... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Seneca Land Spring Competition a H-U-G-E success!   

With our first time back together since before Covid hit, it was great to have time together to reconnect, laugh again, 
compete a little, and most of all...bring harmony back into each other’s lives. 

Whether you were able to attend or not, enjoy these next pages of candid photos—along with competition scores—
from our first return to in-person districtwide singing! 

 

 

Looking Back... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Seneca Land Spring Competition a H-U-G-E success!   
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Seneca Land Spring Competition a H-U-G-E success!   
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

If your chapter was not included in this edition of the Sound of Seneca, but you have updates you 

would like the district to know about, please reach out to your chapter President or Vice President 

of Marketing and Public Relations and they can pass the information along for our next edition. 

 

Don’t forget—what you consider small news, is welcome news to your fellow SLD members 

stretching across the district that might be encouraged and uplifted just to stay connected across 

the miles. 

 

Our next edition will be published on August 1st—we hope to hear from all of you! 

 

 
  

BHS Harmony Hall is invested in the success of our Singing Communities. That's why we're doing a pilot this Spring and 

Summer. Our first pilot group is full, but we are looking for another 10 chapters who would like to participate in our second 

pilot this summer after the International Convention.  

 

The BHS Development team will work with each chapter's leadership to: 

Assess and determine appropriate fundraising goals  

Develop a fundraising campaign 

Build a fundraising web page for the chapter 

Provide tools for successful promotion and fundraising strategies, and 

Assess the program together to determine the pilot's effectiveness and next steps. 

Action 

Please share this information and the attached Harmonizer ad with any potential chapters. 

Feel free to contact Mark Morgan with Chapter names and contacts for potential pilot candidates. 

 
Contact 
Mark Morgan 
Development@barbershop.org 

Looking Back... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

mailto:Development@barbershop.org
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Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

FALL CONVENTION IS BACK!! 

hat’s right Seneca Land—our first endeavor to get 

everyone back together was such a success that we are 

pushing forward with a full fall convention this year! 

 

Having started with an initial one day competition, we 

are moving ahead to plan a full fall convention in the 

format we have held in the past.  So reserve the dates 

below and start practicing and getting ready to get back together for             

competition, camaraderie, and great chords! 

 

The district will continue to honor all health and safety protocols that need to be in 

place at that time, but ultimately we need YOU!...to bring the energy...to bring the 

passion...and to bring the desire to see Seneca Land grow safely back to where we were 

just a few years ago. 

 

So mark it on your calendars now:   

SEPTEMBER 23rd and 24th at the Rochester Hyatt (downtown) 

More details to come through email, webpage, and our next 

newsletter—but looking forward to seeing YOU there! 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

Moving Ahead... 

Here’s a glimpse at the 

events and information 

for the next few 

months. 



21 

Vital information on our growth — the Seneca Land Endowment Fund 
 

You may not be aware that our district has an endowment fund that is managed by Harmony Foundation.  This fund 
is structured so the principal amount invested remains intact while investment income is available for use by the 
district for operating expenses. We normally withdraw a portion of the annual income, so the fund keeps growing in 
value.    

 

For example our fund has grown from $116,000 in 2018 to $157,000 in 2021.  This income stream allows us to invest 
in our singing mission, for example: coaching, district conventions, and supporting our quartets and choruses at the 
international level. 

 

Butch Talada has been running a raffle at conventions for many years to raise money for the fund.  Thanks Butch! 
We would also invite individuals to contribute to the fund in a variety of ways: 

 

1. Tax deductible donation to the district specifying the Endowment Fund. Checks can be made out to the 
Seneca Land District and mailed to the district treasurer. 

2. Charitable IRA rollover, or qualified charitable distribution (QCD), is a special provision allowing particular 
donors of age 70.5 to exclude from taxable income—and count toward their required minimum 
distribution—donations that are made directly to public charities. 

3.  Include the Seneca Land District Endowment Fund in your estate plans. 

 

If you need additional information, please contact 
me, and thank you for paying it forward to help the 
health our Seneca Land in future years! 

 

Jim Barnett 

Seneca Land District Treasurer 

jbarnone@aol.com 

 
 

Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 

Moving Ahead... 

Here’s a glimpse at the 

events and information 

for the next few 

months. 
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  Announcing the inaugural Mac Sabol Memorial Scholarship 

 

Seneca Land and the entire barbershop community suffered a significant loss in May 2020 with 
the passing of our dear friend and brother, Mac Sabol.  Mac played an integral part in the lives 
of so many of us in the Seneca Land District and beyond for 35 wonderful years. Mac was a 
kind and gentle soul whose friendship and mentoring  was a gift to those who sang with him 
and indeed, anyone who had the good fortune to work and play with him. We smile as we re-
call his beautiful voice, quick wit, and relentless quest for singing excellence. Mac now directs 
the heavenly choir in Chapter Eternal with joy and infectious enthusiasm. 

 

 

In recognition of his constant efforts toward improving all our individual and groups' musical capabilities, the Bing-
hamton Chapter has established the Mac Sabol Memorial Scholarship for deserving students in our chapter’s service 
area who will be pursuing some form of music in their college careers.  The Binghamton Chapter has allocated $10,000 
from our chapter funds to kick off this project.  There will be two $1,000 scholarships awarded each year, with the first 
of them being awarded in June 2022 to Seton Catholic Central and Maine-Endwell High School.  The availability of these 
scholarships will be announced to the Broome County Music Educators association in the fall of 2022 with the objective 
of soliciting prospective recipients for the awards in 2023.  It is anticipated that the scholarships will be awarded on a 
rotating basis, if appropriate, in the future.  

 

 

Mac touched a great number of people, both within and outside of the barbershop world.  His wife, Julianna, is pleased 
that he will be honored and remembered in a way that makes such a difference to the lives of music students. We ask 
that any individual and/or chapter who would like to contribute to this cause do so by donating to the Mac Sabol Me-
morial Scholarship. The Chapter has set up an online donation page on its website, southerntiersmen.org/mac-sabol-
scholarship, or checks can be made to the Southerntiersmen Chorus with a notation of Mac Sabol Memorial Scholar-
ship and mailed to the Binghamton Chapter treasurer at the address below. The Binghamton Chapter sincerely thanks 
you for your support of this worthwhile scholarship!  

 

Mail to: Tom Landon, 124 County Hwy 58, Oneonta, NY 13820 

Brief update/announcement:  At this point 

in time there are no plans to hold an SLD 

Senecademy (formerly Pow Wow) this 

summer.  We apologize that this event will 

not take place this year but look forward to 

meeting together next summer for some 

exciting barbershop learning and fun! 

http://southerntiersmen.org/mac-sabol-scholarship
http://southerntiersmen.org/mac-sabol-scholarship
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‘Step up to 

the mic!’   
 

Taking time each 

quarter to hear 

the stories          

of our             

brothers   

throughout      

Seneca Land. 
 

‘Step up’ - Over a century of loyalty honored. 
 

 
Southerntiersman Ken Gregory has been a mem-
ber of the Barbershop Harmony Society since 
1972. If you do the math, that’s 50 years, and on 
February 1, chapter president Gil Durham and Di-
rector Mike Lurenz had the honor to present Ken 
with his 50-year pin and membership card. It was 
a joyous occasion for Ken and his brothers in har-
mony! He was thrilled to be able to be with us for 
the evening and share that sweet tenor voice for a 
few songs. 

 

 

 

 

 
To shed some light on the greater significance of 
this evening, you need to know a little more about 
Ken. Like other older barbershoppers, he has been 
dealing with various health challenges other than 
the threat of Covid-19. So, as you can guess, he’s 
been very careful with possible exposure to the 
virus. His health issues have also prohibited his 
being with us at rehearsals. For a guy whose life 
has been enriched by singing that unique barber-
shop harmony with his brothers every week, the 
more recent time has been a rough road for Ken. 
He sincerely appreciated our texts and phone calls 
whenever we heard that he was experiencing a 
medical setback.  

 

Like all barbershoppers, the friendships Ken knows 
from his singing community are precious to him. A 
call or visit by a fellow barbershopper has amazing 
psychological and physical healing powers. I be-
lieve you all know this from personal experience, 
so this is just a gentle reminder that each of us 
makes a huge difference to our fellow barbershop-
pers, friends, and of course family. Share the love! 

 

 
 

Additionally, it is an honor to note the recognition 
of Wayne Fuller’s 51 years with the society.  He 
has held leadership positions of both chapter Presi-
dent and board member at large with both the Wa-
tertown Islander chapter and the Black river Valley 
chapter.  Wayne has been a fixture in the Seneca 
Land barbershop landscape for more than five dec-
ades as a devoted chorus member, quartet man, 
and society supporter. 

How fortunate is our district to have such great 
heritage, devotion, and harmony from members 
such as Ken and Wayne.  Congratulations to both! 
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Seneca Land Leadership  
 
President: Todd Horton  thorton1@rochester.rr.com  

Executive Vice President:   Mark Nelson   Mnelson1018@gmail.com  

Secretary: Tom Jones   t-bari@stny.rr.com  

Treasurer: Jim Barnett   jbarnone@aol.com  

Immediate Past President:  David Bay  

Board Member: Don Stothard   dstothard@aol.com  

Board Member: Gilbert Durham   durhamgill@gmail.com  

Board Member: Butch Talada   butalco1@aol.com  

Board Member:  Sagan Harris   Harris753@gmail.com      

 

 

For positions listed below, please refer to the BHS Member Center for contact information. 

 

DISTRICT OPERATIONS TEAM  

VP Contest and Judging: Don Stothard  

VP Events: Todd Horton  

VP Marketing/Public Relations: David Lunden 

VP Membership: Open  

VP Youth: Open  

VP Music: Sky Harris and Dave Cloyd 

 

Allegheny Division Manager: Jim Barickman  

Appalachian Division Manager: Gene Evans  

Catskill Division Manager: Tom Jones  

Ontario Division Manager: Dave Lawson  

 

DISTRICT COMMITTEES AND APPOINTMENTS  

AHSOW: Larry Horn  

Archives/History: Open 

B.O.T.Y.: Tom Jones  

Chautauqua:  

Convention Chair: Don Stothard  

District Directory Editor: Jim Barickman  

Endowment Fund Chair: Butch Talada  

Ethics: Gilbert Durham  

Financial Review: Kathleen Horton  

Hall of Fame (HOF): Pete Hart  

Historian: Dorothy Zandt  

Laws & Regulations: Nathan Bell  

Nominations: Nathan Bell  

Services Chairman: Butch Talada  

SLAQC: Pete Frank 

Social Media: Open  

Standing Ovation Program: Mike Lurenz  

Web Master: David Lunden  

Message from the Editor: 
 

Publications:  The Sound of Seneca 

will publish four times each year.  It 

will be emailed and posted online 

on the 1st of February, May, Au-

gust, and November, with copies 

mailed to membership across the 

first week of those months. 

 

Submissions:  All submissions are 

subject to the approval of the edi-

tor and must be received by the 

15th of January, April, July, and 

October respectively.  Photo-

graphs with accompanying write-

ups are encouraged.  Content 

may be edited to accommodate 

amount of space available. 

 

 

For submissions, questions, or com-

ments, please contact: 

 

Mr. David Lunden 

235 Patricia Drive 

North Syracuse, NY   13212 

 

(315)-412-4509 

SLDwebmaster1@gmail.com 
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