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Our Mission:  Make Life Better Singing Barbershop Music 
 
 

The Seneca Land Vision:  To be an ever-growing organization that is ageless, 
colorless and dedicated to the average singer having fun creating and preserving 
extraordinary music in the barbershop style.  A brotherhood known in their com-

munity for making a different through singing.  

President’s Address, January, 2020 
 
So everyone, we’ve been through about 7 weeks of social distancing as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  It’s so heartening to hear our state start to discuss easing of 
restrictions.  In the meantime, everyone in district leadership wishes that this finds you 
safe and healthy.   
 

This distancing thing just isn’t something we do; it’s totally contrary to our nature.  It’s not 
at all surprising that our friends, family and barbershop members have found other ways 
to connect with each other in light of our forced separation. 
 

Many of us have seen incredible changes in communication technology.  Some of our more senior members 
remember crank phones.  For the benefit of any younger guys, our family lived in a rural community, we had a 
crank phone; you picked up the receiver to get an operator to make a call.  It was a party line and our “phone 
number” was a long and two shorts.  Lots of us remember rotary phones and exclaiming “oh crap!” after dialing 
most of the number but making a mistake on the last digit, then having to go through the whole process all over 
again.  Now, we all pull out our smart phones, ask it to call someone, and like magic, it does! 
 

Not only have the technologies to communicate rapidly grown far more powerful, but we’re going to suggest that 
our responsibility in its use has grown as well.  Your writer isn’t going to flaunt his ignorance of all the social media 
platforms available to us, but will focus for the moment on FaceBook.  It’s not surprising to see people from the 
district gather in that community in lieu of how we would normally connect in person.  It’s also reasonable to 
suspect that this forced separation has stressed some of us more than others, and would ask each of us to consider 
the following. 
 

Do we believe that only the person you’re conversing with can see your post(s)? 
Would we accept the point that whatever is posted reflects on our professionalism and maturity? 
Do any of us think that whatever we post ever goes away? 
Is it possible to think that what we post might reflect not only on us, but in turn somehow our chapter, our district, 
or even the Society? 
 

Specifically, we understand that many people are passionate about politics.  It’s no secret that tension has risen 
from forced separation from friends and family, the loss of income, all the stresses brought from this pandemic.  
However, ladies, gentlemen (we include the ladies just to be thorough; in actuality the gals typically seem a little 
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Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

than us guys), is it really necessary to use language like f-bombs and “a**hole” (spelled out), Nazi, moron and 
more, particularly when describing some elected official who happens to be on the other side of our personal 
beliefs?  Is that how our mothers taught us to speak?  Isn’t there some secret class that all moms go to that teaches 
them all manner of expressions to lay on their kids?  My personal and often heard favorite was “because I said so”, 
but “if you can’t say something nice, don’t say anything at all” also rings really familiar.  We don’t care upon which 
side of the fence resides the incredibly fertile and cogent grounds of your belief structure; this goes for everyone, 
gentlemen! 
 

Have any of us suspected that maybe our dear friend and colleague O.C.Cash back in the day was right about a lot 
of things?  It shouldn’t even be necessary to point out that on the back of our membership cards there’s something 
about membership being for “persons of good character”.  We’re pretty sure that there’s also something about 
avoiding discussions on politics.  Can we reach a compromise and at least ask that all of us keep a civil, temperate 
demeanor for all of our social media activity?  Thanks in advance for your sincere consideration of these 
comments! 
 

To all our members, family and friends, we miss you and hope that everyone is weathering this challenge!  Please 
stay safe.  We all so look forward to when we can get together again! 
 

Do recall our District President’s motto; let’s all be sure to “Be the Best You Can Be!” even in these incredibly 
unusual times. 
 
David C. Bay, President, Seneca Land District 
SLD_District_President@outlook.com 
 

 

Notes from the Editor regarding this Summer 2020 Sound of Seneca edition: 
 

Due to the pandemic, this Sound of Seneca edition will only be available via email or online at www.senecaland.org.   

Please note specific changes to this edition in order to continue keeping us connected during these difficult times: 

 As a result of in-person events being cancelled, Chapters updates were expanded this edition to include a 
variety of ideas including sharing a highlight of one of their members, offering a brief history of their chapter, or 
the sharing of a special event or point in time from their chapters’ history.  Some chose to offer an update on 
current online activity as well. 

 While we typically pay tribute to members we have lost on a specific newsletter page, this month I have 
deferred to a chapter update including this information.  Please take a moment to read the Roger Wells 
beautiful tribute from the Oswego Chapter in memory of SLD brothers we have recently lost. 

 In lieu of placing it in the chapter update section, our ‘Step Up to the Mic’ page honors Dr. Rob Hopkins this 
edition as a tribute to his service to SLD and the honoring of his chapter members. 

 This edition of Sound of Seneca does not include a district calendar page due to the cancellation of all events. 
 

We hope you are staying healthy and safe and look forward to seeing everyone again in the fall! 
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Binghamton Chapter:  ‘Sharing the Light’ 

Did you know that nine types of depression and anxiety have been identified and only two of those are helped by 
medication?  That’s according to Johann Hari in a recent TED talk.  The essence of this talk presents the idea that 
when we are anxious or depressed we’re not broken, crazy, or weak.  We aren’t a machine with broken parts.  What 
if, when our mental state dips, we are simply feeling disconnected from our fellow humans? 
 

We are the loneliest society in history.  In a recent survey, 39 percent of those surveyed reported they were no 
longer close to anyone at all.  And right now, as the world situation spins almost out of control, are we feeling more, 
or less isolated? 
 

Do you remember Dr. Jim Henry’s keynote address from a few 
years back, when he talked about gold medal moments we give 
and receive with each other and our audiences when we sing?  
Lives are enriched when we sing, and our audiences often 
mention their memories of special times with loved ones when 
they hear our music.   
 

Each of us can recall countless shows, competitions, and Singing 
Valentines where we captured the hearts of the audience, and it 
felt like it was the best day of our lives!  In honesty, each time we 
sing can be the best day of our lives. 
 

We sing in a brother and sisterhood of joy, delight, and what I would call the magic of our relationship with each 
other.  Johann Hari says we have lost our connection to our tribe.  That missing link is a key contributor to 
depression and a feeling that our lives have no meaning.  When we sing, we strengthen the bond of love and 
fellowship both with each other and with our audiences. Life definitely has meaning in our tribe! 
 

I will forever be grateful that I found barbershopping.  I know I have the best friends anybody could ever have with 
that extended family, from my quartet to my chorus, and to the larger Society as a whole.  As we are forced to be 
separated, keep singing!  Use Zoom and practice together.  Talk to each other, see how you are doing.  Keep the 
faith.  We will be singing together again, and it will be even richer as a result of us being apart.  Until then, sing!  
Watch videos, practice, and keep your singing family well and healthy.  Stay connected to your tribe.  That’s the 
solution I offer to this forced social distance.  It’s only social distance, not friend/family/singing family distance! 
 

Tom Landon, Binghamton Chapter 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Black River Valley Chapter:  ‘Our Formation to our Future’ 

When our three boys were in middle school/jr high, as a family we were active in AYSO soccer playing games two 
nights a week and weekends.   Coincidentally—or maybe serendipitously—also attending with their children were 
three other dads that had sung barbershop with me in different years and situations.....yep a bass, baritone, lead 
and tenor!   Since we all were busy and couldn’t commit to a fourth night out, we met informally and offered an 
opportunity to other men we knew to  gather once or twice and see what happened.   Sometime we had two guys 
and sometimes we had ten!   After a couple of years of informal activity we decided to get serious and the chapter 
started to get organized.   
 

Conversations began with Pete Carentz (SLD President) and my former quartet mate Bob Coant.  A charter was 
created and the 33rd district chapter was born.  With 23 signatures, a board of directors, and a direction chosen, a 
community service organization was born.  Our focal point was community involvement and offering a place where 
local men could gather for fun, fellowship and song.   Soon after, convention time came and off we went singing for 
evaluation only.  In our first performance we placed 4 points behind the first place chorus, Mohawk Valley! 
 

In more recent years, Turning Point Chorus like many others, has lost members due to age, commitments to other 
organizations and many other reasons.  In an effort to benefit two district chapters, over the last two years the 
Watertown Islanders have been meeting with us under one director and we have started the process of merging the 
two together.  Stay tuned for more information about what the North Country Choruses can do to bring fun, 
fellowship and singing back together in community service.   
 

Brad Lundquist, Music Director Turning Point Chorus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 



6 

Looking Back while Moving Ahead…
#SLDProud 

Crawford County Chapter:  This year Yesterday’s Sound Barbershop Chorus, the Crawford County (PA) chapter of 

the Barbershop Harmony Society, celebrates its 45th anniversary. Under normal circumstances we continue our 

tradition of meeting on Tuesdays at 7 pm in the Cribbs Hall Community Room of Wesbury United Methodist 

Community in Meadville, PA. Unfortunately, circumstances are not normal, and like other chapters, we have not 

had the pleasure of being together in over a month. 

 

Every chapter has their performances for the public. Over the years our chorus has given many performances 

including Singing Valentines, our Annual Show, local festivals, the Crawford County Fair, and Christmas sing-outs. 

These performances the public sees, but what the public does not always see is the magical moments when a 

chapter quartet debuts a song at rehearsal. With the bugs worked out, that quartet might give a public debut of the 

new song to a comparatively small gathering at an afterglow. Some of these songs will tug our heart and bring tears 

to our eyes. Other times the performance or the song will split our sides with laughter. 

 

When I think of laughter and Yesterday’s Sound Chorus, two quartets come to mind: 4 Chord Press and Fortress. 

Humorous lyrics and/or funny imagery were central to my favorite experiences listening to and watching 4 Chord 

Press and Fortress. 4 Chord Press was formed by Tenor Dave Sowry, Lead Earl Pifer, Baritone Kris Barnes, and Bass 

Bob Brydon. One of their signature songs was “Please Mr. Columbus.” I can recall one performance at chapter 

rehearsal where Bob Brydon forgot the words to a 

portion of his part and so he scatted his way through 

it on pitch and with a funny countenance. I laughed 

harder that night than I had all week.  Fortress was 

formed by Tenor Pete Gifford, Lead Earl Pifer, 

Baritone Kris Barnes, and Bass Jack Ressler. As with 

4 Chord Press, humor was on the menu when they 

performed. This photo from an afterglow shows 

them performing “My Fantastic Plastic Girl” with 

their mannequin who just couldn’t quite keep 

herself together.  Can’t wait to be back together 

singing in person and harmonizing once again! 

 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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East Aurora Chapter—Friends of Harmony: ‘Friends—Not Only in Harmony!’ 

"Beer Blast Tuesday at 7:30!" What? How could 
that be? Certainly not while respecting social 
distancing, but leave it up to the Friends of 
Harmony to find a way to keep connected!  Andy 
Notaro put it together for all members on April 
7th and after gathering again on the 14th, we are 
now looking forward to it being a weekly event!  
Clearly BYOB, Andy started with a recording of 
"The Old Songs" and after that it was free flowing, 
and fraught with bad jokes and FUN! Eighteen 
members chimed in on the following topics: 

 Haircuts...or not! 

 April 14th was "National Ex Day".  We guessed (correctly) the main reason for men and women to have an "ex" (drum roll):  Men:  
        ‘My wife was a nagging control freak!’  Women: ‘My husband suffered from selective hearing! Hear that?......I said, hear that?’ 

 Polish Heritage: The Monday after Easter is Dyngus Day. We shared last year's events (what we could remember), most of which   
        included pussywillows, squirt guns and beer. We also discovered through resident historian Pete Hart, that Corpus Christi  
        Church in the heart of Polonia in Buffalo is known as Superman's Church...hmmm...Oh—located on the corner of Clark and Kent! 

 We passed virtual beers! 

 Movies, movies, movies......How many more before this isolation is over! 

 Yippee, the relief checks are beginning to arrive! 

 Virtual high fives!......I think we are losing it!!! 

 Jeff Morrow joined us from Virginia! It was so great to see him!!!! 

 Daily Ping Pong games—I’m sick of losing to my wife! How many more times will I lose before this is over?! 

 Newest member and Canisius HS Senior Santino sang "Coney Island Baby" on Channel 4—you rock dude! 

 Kevin tried to explain how to make your own antenna! More movies.:....Oh No! 

 Walking the neighborhoods and parks safely, and walking, and walking, and walking........Visions of Forest Gump! 

 Drive by to see grand kids or for birthdays......How many more virtual visits before this isolation is over! 

 Three members joined us who have been facing non virus health challenges at home. So great to see you!!! 

 30 minutes of exercises 4-5 times per week........This isolation could have its benefits! 
 

And now, some of the jokes! No! They were too bad! Alright! Just one! What do you get when you cross a bee 
with a doorbell? A humdinger! I told you they were bad!"  We closed with a recording of "Keep the Whole World 
Singing", said our goodbyes and look forward to next week's virtual connection!  We just had a great time and in 
the process are getting to know our singing friends in a more personal way. By the time we get back to normal 
rehearsals we will know each other on a different plane! This should foster a building of team spirit and 
friendships like never before! 
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Geneva Chapter:  Finger Lakes Chorus— ‘Chapter Member Celebrates 56 Years of Barbershop Singing’ 

A young Robert (Bob) Denison finished high school and since he was always interested in music and 
performance he was also interested in finding an outlet for his passion.  He knew that someone on his paper 
route sang barbershop, so he asked him to be introduced to the Geneva chapter that met at the local school. 
Bob joined the Finger Lakes Chorus just after they returned from competing in the international competition and  
since then the Finger Lakes Chorus has never again earned the right to sing at that competition (thanks Bob)!  
During the next three years the chorus grew to its largest membership of about 40.  At that time Bob received a 
formal invitation from the U.S. Government; an offer he could not refuse.  Because Bob answered the call of 
duty, he spent a few years away form singing.  When he got home he rejoined the chapter and barbershop 
singing in 1968 and maintained a continuous membership for 53 years  Recently he requested that the society 
credit him with the three years of membership before being drafted which was granted and he now celebrates 
the distinction of the 56 year milestone.   
 

Not only has Bob sung with the Finger Lakes Chorus and now the mixed chorus, he has sung with a number of 
quartets along the way.  Some of these quartets are ‘Geezer Q’, ‘What?’, ‘Hot Pursuit’, ‘Finger Lakes Chord 
Authority’, ‘After Effect’, and can still be heard singing with ‘Frozen in Time’. Geezer Q has had the distinction of 
representing the Seneca Land District 
twice as the senior quartet champion 
at nationals and scoring as high as 
eighth place.  The Finger Lakes Chorus 
is happy to celebrate with Bob this 
great achievement as we are proud to 
have his talent, experience and 
dedication.  Everyone knows Bob 
shows up to every rehearsal on 
time...Bob's time. Personally, the 
author has had the privilege of singing 
baritone with Bob and has learned a 
great deal from the experience.  
Congratulations Bob and we look 
forward to many more years of 
celebration!    
     
          
               Bob Denison's latest quartet "Frozen in Time" 
           L to R: Todd Horton, tenor; Don Stothard, lead; Mark Block, bass; and Bob on baritone  
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Liverpool Chapter:  ‘Youth Boom to Current Zoom’ 

Harmonic Collective is a young chorus that had its first ever 
rehearsal on a Sunday in September of 2015. It started of as an 
idea from a group of young gentleman, who also attended the 
first ever Lakeside A Capella Camp in Cazenovia, NY. With the 
help of Joe Connelly, Sky Harris helped  start this group as a 
youth chorus, officially competing in their first ever Midwinter 
Contest in 2016. After that, the group of young gentleman 
decided they wanted to start their own chapter and open the 
chorus up to any gentleman, regardless of age, who needed a 
home to sing in. The Liverpool Chapter was officially signed on 
as chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society in April of 2017.  
 

Fast forward to our current trying times and Harmonic Collective has joined dozens of other chapters in using 
ZOOM to stay virtually connected. We still meet every Sunday night from 5 to 8pm to rehearse and socialize. We 
have graciously welcomed a number of special Zoombombers during our meetings including Rick Taylor, KJ 
McAleesejergins, Nick Gordan, Daniel Cochran, Clay Hine, Justin Miller, Kedar Shashidbhar, Ali Hauger, and Katie 
Macdonald. We strive to update our audience daily on social media and hope that, despite performances being 
postponed or cancelled, that we are still putting a smile on others faces until we can all sing together again! 
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Mark Twain Chapter:  “Music produces a kind of pleasure which human nature cannot do without.” – Confucius 

Organized barbershop singing in the Elmira area dates back to the 1940’s.  A group of men formed a chapter in 1944, 
however, more a “social club” than a performance group this group dissolved a short time later.  In 1954 the 
Horseheads Chapter came together under the sponsorship of the Painted Post Chapter.  Members met in the old fire 
hall in Horseheads, NY.  Al Dalrymple, who passed away in 2018, was the last surviving charter member.   
 

At the Chapters Charter Night Concert at the Horseheads High School Auditorium November 6, 1954, Chapter 
President Cameron C. Benedict welcomed everyone and District President Jerid Stine presented the Charter.  The 
program included songs from the Horseheads Chorus, a combined Painted Post and Horseheads chorus directed by 
Tom Travers, and from local quartets “Village Squares” and “Four Tails”.  Guest quartets were Binghamtons’ ‘Chord 
Masters’ (District Finalists), Chord Dusters (servicemen from the Sampson Air Force Base), Rochesters’ ‘Note 
Crackers’ (four-time International Finalists), and Painted Posts’ ‘Compressairs’ (1953-1954 International Finalists). 
 

Al Dalrymple penned a note for the 50th anniversary show sharing the Chapter’s history.  He recalled that Phil Scott, 
a long-time school mate, introduced him to the group – and barbershop singing – in 1952.  Men had been gathering 
at the fire hall to sing “the old songs” in the barbershop style.  It was about a year and a half before the number 
required (20) to form a chapter was realized.  In time, the group became known as the Mark Twain Chapter to 
celebrate the local history of Mark Twain living part of his adult life in Elmira, writing several of his works while in the 
area, and marrying his wife from the Langdon family of Elmira.  Twain’s gravesite is in Elmira’s Woodlawn Cemetery. 
 

The Chapter has been active in the local community and the Seneca Land District for over six decades.  Current 
officers and members of the Mark Twain Chorus are grateful to all who played a role in establishing, maintaining, 
and sustaining the Chorus.  We wish to build upon their legacy as we continue singing both “the old songs” and 
some new songs in the barbershop style.   In gratitude, we also acknowledge the source of some of the above 
information:  “Fifty Golden Years of Harmony”. Bob Coant (ed.), published in 2002. 

Looking Back ... 

Take a look at the 

many events that have 

taken place across the 

district over the past 

few months. 

Chapter Updates from across the (Seneca)Land! 
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Onondaga Chapter—Harmony Katz:  ‘Community, Caring, and Connection through Song’ 

Reaching back into 2019 to share a Harmony Katz 
highlight (you remember 2019 right—the year we fondly 
recall singing together?) the Katz were fortunate to 
receive some great coverage in the November/December 
issue of The Good Life, Central New York Magazine in an 
article, “Caught Doing Good – Feeding the hungry with a 
song”, on pages 21 & 22.  It was distributed free of charge 
to all Post-Standard (morning newspaper) subscribers 
and was also available at the local Barnes & Noble, 
Wegmans, Kinney Drugs, Wal-Mart, and other locations 
where magazines are distributed.  It was an honor to 
have this work shared with the community! 
 

Working with freelance writer Susan Kennedy, who came to several of our rehearsals (including one with Debra 
Lynn), and a sing-out benefitting the Cazenovia Public Library, both Pete Carentz and Bob Coant were interviewed.  
She also interviewed then President Matt Fitzgibbons and grabbed some great “pull quotes” that are featured in the 
article.  In addition to describing the good works we have done in the community, she also gave us a plug to have 
people join us during the Holiday Season.  Who could ask for better marketing and public relations while doing what 
we love for the Syracuse area! 
 

We’ve had some excellent support from 
our local ABC affiliate: News Channel 9, 

and especially their Bridge Street 
production, as well as the Syracuse-based 

Spectrum News team over the last few 
years.   

During times like this, it is heartening to 
reflect back on the moments when we 

could use our passions, talents, and joy to 
serve the community.  We look forward to 

the times we know will come soon when 
we can again—and safely—                          

be ‘In Harmony’! 
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Oswego Chapter:   

In our last newsletter Bob Coant wrote an article remembering John Fabian. We at the 
Oswego Valley Snowbelters Chorus echo his words. We were fortunate to have John as 
a member for years. His passion for Barbershop and competing was unparalleled. His 
bubbly attitude was infectious and made rehearsals just a little more enjoyable.  
 

Shortly after Johns passing we received word Eddie Einhart had gone to be with his lord. 
Eddie was a super intelligent person and gentleman. He was always a positive person 
ready to share his time his lead voice and advice to you.  
 

Within weeks of Eddies passing I received a 
call from Bob Coant, bless you Bob, letting 
me know George Hort had a heart attack and 
didn't make it. Three of our brothers in Barbershop within a few months, 
and George hitting the chapter the hardest.  
 

George was a charter member of the Snowbelters serving as President 
numerous times, organizing Can. Am. meetings in the 70s and 80s, 
constantly working on chapter development and anything else involving 
Barbershop. One of his famous sayings in our chapter was “Every Monday 

night is guest night!”. George loved to compete both with the chorus and in quartets. Along with three other 
Snowbelters, George formed ‘The Latest News’, who—47 years later - are known as ‘Classic Touch’. 
 

We are in the middle of pandemic which is affecting all of us in different 
ways, but as Barbershoppers we have a special group of Brothers that 
are able to ease the anxiety. My above article is in memory and honor 
of three of my dearest friends, but it also makes me think of the ones 
remaining. I urge everyone to pick up your phone start calling your 
fellow brothers let them know now you care. 
 
 
 

Yours in Barbershop... 
 
Roger Wells  
Chair of Chapter Development Oswego Valley Snowbelters. 
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Rochester Chapter:  ‘The Show Must Go On...Kind of’ 

As with many chapters, there is not a lot of public facing activity to report for the chorus. Not only 
did we have to cancel our upcoming membership initiative, but like everyone else the Chorus of the 
Genesee had to cancel our annual show this year.  

Yes, it was sad, and in full disclosure yes, we sulked a little, but luckily our show committee decided 
to get proactive. 

Our board continues to meet via Zoom (thanks to our EVP and SLD tech guru, Steve Caso) and our music team is still 
working on ways to interact with the membership despite the quarantine.  

Since we now have extra time, we are already hard at work planning the 2021 show. This is particularly important 
because 2021 marks the chapter’s 80th anniversary. (!) Thanks to their hard work, the date is set, the venue is 
reserved, and the guests are booked. (Saturday, May 21, 2021 at the Lyric Theatre in Rochester. We know you 
wanted to know.) The committee will continue to plan through the summer, and we’ll be happy to share all of their 
work with you soon!  

Until then, we hope you are all healthy and handing social distancing as best you can!  We know this is a difficult 
time for everyone, and we hope that you will reach out if you are feeling overwhelmed by it all.  

 

(COG show committee, after the 2019 show. L to R: Bob Statt, Ben Casper, Steve Caso, Becci Miller, Dave Bay, Staś Hoholuk, Steve Link) 
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Warsaw Chapter:  ‘Barbershopper of the Decade!’ 

The Warsaw Chapter had its annual Installation of Officers dinner at the Lumberyard 
Restaurant on January 28.   
 

At this ceremony, George Ball was awarded the chapter Barbershopper of the 
Decade in recognition of his long standing contributions to the chapter.  He’s 
rapidly approaching his 20th year with Warsaw, has been Secretary for 7 of those 
years and Treasurer for 6.  Seneca Land District President Dave Bay joined in the 
festivities to conduct the installation.   
 

 

 

 
  

SLD Choruses and Quartets—Don’t forget! 

 

Our district webpage has both a chorus and quartet photo directory—just look for 

the Chapters and Quartets categories along the top line, hover over either of 

them and select the ‘Directory’ option. 

 

Make sure your chorus information is up to date, and if you have a registered 

quartet that we haven’t yet added to our page, email a photo and the quartets 

information to SLDwebmaster1@gmail.com and it will be posted right away. 
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Society Resources 
 
I am sure that many of you have received and read the numerous emails 

from BHS headquarters sharing all of the different resources, ideas, and 

supports they have made available during the COVID pandemic. 

If you missed a session, or saw an idea that you wanted to explore more 

but simply didn’t have the time—I would encourage you to visit their 

COVID-19 Resources for Barbershoppers page.  Scrolling down through the 

page you will notice a wide variety ranging from video tutorials to podcasts, 

along with activity ideas, strategies for chapter meetings and much, much, 

more.  For those of us who have occasionally questioned what our dues 

provide, here is one place where you certainly get your bang for the buck! 

Sound and Skills 
 

This month’s tip comes from the BHS resources available to support chapters during the pandemic: 

With many chapters struggling to find creative ways to stay connected and keep their singing skills sharp 

while not being able to rehearse together in person, Harmonic Collective Director Sky Harris and Vice Presi-

dent of Music and Performance Sagan Harris have worked hard to keep the chapter engaged by including 

virtual warmups and tag singing via BHS and HU videos.  Click on the links to try a few of these great ideas: 

Harmony University Warm Ups with Rob Mance 

Harmony University Warm Ups with Donny Rose 

HU/BHS Tag Session with K. J. McAleesjergins 

A full playlist of HU warmups located on in place—enjoy and keep on singing! 

 

PLEASE HELP US HELP YOU! 
 

Each quarter after sending out the Sound of Seneca I consistently get a handful of messages 

back stating that it was ‘undeliverable’.  Please make sure that your email address in the 

society database is correct—and encourage your chapter members to do the same. 

 

Our mailing list is drawn directly from the BHS member center each quarter and can only be 

as accurate as the data entered in by each of you.  Encourage members to keep their contact 

information updated and remember that each newsletter (along with previous editions) can 

always be viewed on the Seneca Land District web page at www.senecaland.org 

https://www.barbershop.org/landing-pages/covid-19-resources-for-barbershoppers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVU19R_sMuE&t=523s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZmbhsPugEM&t=67s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxBZ0X3t4o8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JVWyggy-a80&list=PLcwXdNVvSNbgOXbqqzGmbLPTaSzvvRFu_
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‘Step up to 

the mic!’   
 

Taking time each 

quarter to hear 

the stories          

of our             

brothers   

throughout      

Seneca Land. 
 

‘Step up’ honors a great one stepping down. 
 

The members of the Mohawk Valley Chapter New Horizons 
Chorus bid a heartfelt farewell to our Master Director, men-
tor, and most importantly, our friend, Rob Hopkins.  Rob is 
retiring as our Director effective in March 31st.  When Rob 
accepted his Professor of Music position at Hamilton College, 
he wished to continue his involvement in the Singing and 
Performance of Barbershop Music. Rob became the Director 
of our chapter at a pivotal time.  The 
Rome Chapter, Knights of the Mohawk 
had just folded and merged with the Utica 
Chapter Crimson Chords.  While all of this 
was transpiring, the Utica Chorus had just 
lost its long-time Director, Jack Nestor 
due to illness and the newly merged cho-
rus was being led by an interim Director, 
Bob Campion. Rob was instrumental in 
bringing the groups together on a com-
mon path going forward. 
 

A Chapter meeting with Rob is almost 
always an opportunity to learn about mu-
sic theory, chord structure, and the im-
portance of being emotionally involved in 
our musical performance.  To be a better 
educator to the chapter, he has worked 
tirelessly to learn vocal craft and to pass 
what he has learned along to the membership.  Rob has 
availed himself of any and all opportunities to improve his 
craft as a Director so that he can be a better leader for the 
chorus. 
 

Rob has also worked within the construct of letting the lead-
ership team lead and developing a music team so that the 
membership is provided every opportunity to mold the chap-
ter that we wish to be.  Due to his encouragement and men-
torship, two chorus members have worked to become assis-
tant directors.  This development served two goals:  Rob no 
longer needed to be concerned if he was unable to attend a 
chapter meeting and, it provides him the opportunity to sing! 

      

Besides his honors of being named to the Senecaland District 
Hall of Fame and the BHS International Hall of Fame, he helped 
create a second chorus within the Mohawk Valley Chapter, the 
Upstate Harmonizers, which he led to six International Contest 

Appearances representing the Senecaland District. The Upstate 
Harmonizers earned the highest Singing Score at an Interna-

tional Convention for Senecaland until our friends the Harmonic 
Collective shattered that record in their first International Con-

test.  Rob has been in too many quartets to count, but he was a 
member of quartets representing Senecaland at International 
ten times and sang in two SLD Champion quartets, Harmonix 

and Bravo!.   
      

Rob has been a judge and a Society President whose accom-
plishments in these fields are too long to list here.  Rob’s ability 
to arrange music and write musical parodies have won appreci-
ation throughout the Society.  New Horizons Chorus performed 

the following packages; a prison, a nerd, a bird, a Roman Fo-
rum, a new father, a Halloween package and a handyman pack-
age to list a few.  He has over 220 barbershop arrangements in 
his portfolio. Rob continues to receive invitations to coach and 
to instruct at Harmony University and at the Senecaland Pow-

Wow District coaching session.   
      

Barbershop has enriched his and our lives, but it has caused him 
to miss valuable time with his wife, Kris and children, Laura, 

Emily and Dan.  Rob has always made the best of every oppor-
tunity to spend quality time with his family.  Now that he is go-

ing south to retire, he will no longer have 
the pressure to make the time to have 

this happen. 
      

The Mohawk Valley Chapter and Sene-
caland District will miss Rob, not only for 

his talent but as a treasured friend.  As 
our Chapter membership has aged, Rob 
has been there for the births of children 

and deaths of many chapter members 
and their families, along with the mem-

bers who have joined the Chapter Eternal.  
This compassion for us has meant more 

to the membership than any of the other 
accomplishments.  When we were di-
rected by Rob, it was never about him 

even though he is the most learned and 
talented person in the Chapter.  Rob has 

always made sure it is about us:  allowing 
us to be emotionally connected to the 

music, how to better understand how a chart is written so that 
our performance can be consistently improving, and making 

sure that after each performance the Chorus gets to experience 
the audience’s appreciation for our performance.  Our love and 
gratitude for these gifts that he has given us are cherished and 
priceless.  It has been GREAT to be a Barbershopper in the Mo-

hawk Valley under Rob’s direction, and as the Irish Blessing 
says…and until we meet again. 

 
 

~The Members of the Mohawk Valley Chapter 
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Seneca Land Leadership  
 
President: David Bay  SLD_District_President@outlook.com 

Executive Vice President:   Todd Horton   thorton1@rochester.rr.com  

Secretary: Tom Jones   t-bari@stny.rr.com  

Treasurer: Jim Barnett   jbarnone@aol.com  

Immediate Past President:  Nathan Bell  nathanhbell@yahoo.com  

Board Member: Don Stothard   dstothard@aol.com  

Board Member: Pat Close   mrpclose@aol.com 

Board Member: Gilbert Durham   durhamgill@gmail.com  

Board Member: Butch Talada   butalco1@aol.com  

 

For positions listed below, please refer to the BHS Member Center for contact information. 

 

DISTRICT OPERATIONS TEAM  

VP Contest and Judging: Don Stothard  

VP Chorus Director Development:  Eva Hillman 

VP Events: Todd Horton  

VP Marketing/Public Relations: David Lunden 

VP Membership: Art Zelesnikar  

VP Youth: Adam Surasky  

VP CSLT: -- Open 

VP Music: Skip Berenguer  

 

Allegheny Division Manager: Jim Barickman  

Appalachian Division Manager: Gene Evans  

Catskill Division Manager: Tom Jones  

Ontario Division Manager: Dave Lawson  

 

DISTRICT COMMITTEES AND APPOINTMENTS  

AHSOW: Larry Horn  

Archives/History: - Bob  Coant 

B.O.T.Y.: Tom Jones  

Chautauqua: George Jarrell  

Convention Chair: Don Stothard  

District Directory Editor: Jim Barickman  

Endowment Fund Chair: Butch Talada  

Ethics: Gilbert Durham  

Financial Review: Don Morgan  

Hall of Fame (HOF): Pete Hart  

Historian: Carl Smith  

Laws & Regulations: Nathan Bell  

Nominations: Art Zelesnikar  

Services Chairman: Butch Talada  

SLAQC: Pete Frank 

SLD Chefs: David Lewis, Butch Talada  

Sound of Seneca/Convention programs: Pat Close  

Social Media: Ben Casper  

Standing Ovation Program: Mike Lurenz  

Web Master: David Lunden  

Message from the Editor: 
 

Publications:  The Sound of Seneca 

will publish four times each year.  It 

will be emailed and posted online 

on the 1st of February, May, Au-

gust, and November, with copies 

mailed to membership across the 

first week of those months. 

 

Submissions:  All submissions are 

subject to the approval of the edi-

tor and must be received by the 

15th of January, April, July, and 

October respectively.  Photo-

graphs with accompanying write-

ups are encouraged.  Content 

may be edited to accommodate 

amount of space available. 

 

 

For submissions, questions, or com-

ments, please contact: 

 

Mr. David Lunden 

235 Patricia Drive 

North Syracuse, NY   13212 

 

(315)-412-4509 

SLDwebmaster1@gmail.com 
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